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CHAPTER XIIL 
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^ouR years faad.foUed awaj since 
Sir Edward's departure from his na- 
tive shores, when he again set ibofc 
in England, a general peace having 
rendered his future military services 
dispensible. The various situations 
and circumstances under which he 
iKid been placed, the |^t\\:& ^tA ^tv^ 
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Tations which he had endured, the 
^ miseries he had witnei^sed, aod the 
conve^non 6^11^*1 o^^inmded ideas 
inta whose company he had been in- 
troduced, by his personal intrepidity 
and his rank, had worked a complete 
change in his principres and views, 
had removed his natural fastidioas- 
nesi and unevenness of temper, had 
destroyed AUef impressions which 
fashionable manners and loose habits 
had made upon his mind, and had 
sublimated his liabitual levity of 
manners into a settled dignity which 
o-ave a new attraction to his counte- 
nkiice and life bfetiki'^onr. ' The lio'ui^ 
of leisjife VihiA m ttitttfery ■ if ufies' he 
had erifi^loyed in :^dcJiiig''to' hiis stock' 
of inental information, and in fiiaKiAg 
himself 'faiiiiKhi' Hvith those ratibiikr 
pai^uits wliicV life' hdd be^n ac'iusr :' 
toitted to view' wi*f H cmiteitfpt^ locikin^* \ 
thfroiigha falsfe and i;louded -medium,* ' 



which otily displayed the toil and la- 
bour which accompianied them, 9ntl 
"kept oat of sight the rich, the brilliant 
tista, which theirr progress opened 
to the inquisitive eye. He had, by 
these means, acquired an expansion 
of intdlect, a solidity of judgment, 
«i fcorrectnefeS of opinion, and a cool- 
ness of reasoning, which while it gui- 
ded, astonished, dazzled andcoiiTinced 
those who ascociated with him, wa« 
equally matter of surprize' to himselfl 
He wondered that, until this period, 
hci h^d tterer discovered the germs of 
genius whtcrh nature had implanted 
in his mind, and which from the 
w&ttt of care and cuhure, Tiad been 
^YTered to remain barren and undi^- 
tin'guishable 4 but which might with 
«M1 arid ' prudence, have lifted him 
iiito an elevated orbit, and It^ve iitted 
him to walk with the senator, the \io- 
iitjciaa,tbe financier auA \\i^ v^awsX??'^ 
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of his soTereign* Having made the 
discovery, however, he resolved to 
compensate by all diligence, for his 
past indolence and want of discern- 
ment, and so indefatigable were his 
labours,, that the developement of his 
powers was instantaneous, and the 
bursting blossoms of genius gave the 
promise of much and beautiful fruit. 

But he suffered not his intellectual 
pursuits to interfere vnth the more 
immediate duti^ of the profession 
into which he had voluntarily entered. 
Ever the first on the parade, and the 
foremost in the fight, his gallantry 
could not remain unnoticed ; hissword, 
like the spear of Ithuriel, was capable 
of effecting the most surprizing trans- 
formations, changing defeat into* 
victory, rallying the . broken spirits 
and the dispersed troopsof his country, 
fflien a superiority of numbers was on 



the pCMnf of plucking from tlieir 
grasp, the sanguine laurels^ and lead* 
ing them^ to new exploits, to new 
achievements^ spreading ifitmay , hor^ 
xor and confusion, amongst their foes^ 
and building their own glory on aa 
adamantine base. By his repeated 
heroism rivelling the exploits of our 
Saxon forefathers, he gained a com* 
mand, and rapidly carving his way 
to immortality, soon accelerated his 
own elevation, until he had obtained 
a viost distinguishing post, where his 
brilliant qualities of mind and body 
acquired numerous opportunities of 
displaying themselves,' and where he 
established his claim to the gratitude 
of his country and the reward and af- 
^ction of his sovereign. The laurelsi 
which he had plucked on the field of 
eonquest were intended to shade and 
Moament his focehead through life, to 
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4IS the countenance and g^atitade 
df those who directed the national 
.helm* . * 

i: In one of th^ iSrst. severe con* 
tenH;ions in which. Sir Edward had 
been engaged^ he had been unfortu- 
nately deprired of his left eye, and in 
the last engagement, a short time pi^- 
vious to his re-eofibarkatioa . for h^ 
native ckmntrj, a . cannon shot had 
cfcrried away bis right. le^*- These 
,w„.„d. hrf o,».d him. much, p.in 
and mortification since they had irob- 
bed him of those personal attractions 
which had been . generally so saccessf* 
fal in attracting the females of foshion 
to his side : but a moment's reflection 
induced him to banish the impressions 
of grief, and rather to rqjoice that he 
had purchased wisdom, experience 
and honor, at such a comparatively 
trifling cost. He had lost his claim 



to the preference of beauty, but his 
acquisitions were such as would ren- 
der him an associate for those im«> 
perishable beings, whose manners, 
whose talents, and whose services to 
their country should survive the wreck 
of time. On his landing, he was 
reooKtaized and cheered by the spec- 
tato^ whose feelings and wh6se pride 
had been so frequently gratified by the 
perusal of his valorous achievements ; 
and his bosom swelled with delightful 
emotion, as the exclamations of his 
countrymen sounded in his ears, and 
at he once more set his foot on the land 
of liberty, his parent soil, and the 
•eat of his paternal inheritance. 

But there was another idea which 
attached itself to these, and which he 
had scarcely before dared to indulge 
in. No sooner did his patriotism revive, 
as he landed once moTO m^t^^^Asv^ 
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than the imag^ of his beloved> lady 
Morgans! appeared before the eye of 
bis fancy, and all the. smothoi'ed feel-^ 
ings of .<a:flrection immediately .burst 
forth with renewed* violencie» Was 
it possible that 6he might have -. bey 
CQine virtuoAjs } The FecolIeGtioji of 
the dreadful moment' of th^ separa-*' 
tion at that instant flashed across his 
mind, and he became sick at heart. 
Yet her fall was solely to^be attributed 
to himself: ;^he was not naturalljr: 
ticious and depraved '^ he had found 
her pure, chaste and lovety ; he had 
deserted her ruined, polluted, de-t 
graded, by himself. Was it manly;' 
thus to desert her who had given up 
all for him ? His heart, his conscien.ce, 
his feelings seemed to unite .in the 
censure of such a base step : yet ho 
had been guilty of it : she reposed.hei^ 
happiness in him, and he meanly cast 
tJje proffered flower away, and left it- 
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to'jierijfh ot^««rvive, as it might find 
Ttte'bppoFfteiiijr.' l^his was strictly 

' iff ^'ff tii^jK ^ivitMws former principles, 

■bfil it^tniHtateH'^gainst'liis riiewidea of 
cbi^rect cbtttJuct: But as the act had 
h^in done,' there 'oirfy remained to"" 

"ttiakte replarat}<yii for it, as far 'as fie 
lA^^^t possess the -ability. Btit HoW 

•^^^^-^tfii^ \i&' ' W accomplished'? 

' Pittiir^s L^dy Wforgatla'^was vile, tMe 

'b\^\^' of 'torrtrpfr [>^'"»*^^*P'^ 'and d6. 
^t^^iiWherf'thV)rafs ? if sd* :he could not 

cbii^enf'W*' Unite his fate with hfer^^ : 
tif rtiigttt:Wjaiaici^; but the ptlnrsh- 
' iiientwotoWfali toobeavily on fcihisefir, 

arid he could ndt Be^f tb loot thVouiHi 
•ttledatk 6lotidi^ which )sdch a conduct 

irbuld cast' oVer his^'future fame and: 
'feap^lne*,' all hii^ brilliant prospeefs 
^vTouldb^aestroy^rltis in^t glory 
•Wc^ld pferish'; bil^ncdtfe^-the "nitJ|)ing 

blasts *<tf ^iftli -a ii^iicA! tkhd ireezing. 
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object of envy sand admiration, he 
should become despised, *insulted» 
«eorned, for having deeded himself 
so low as to submit to the fetters of 
an abandoned and capricious woman. 
This was a horrible picture, and, 
rather than submit to realise it, he 
#would be content to sit (down under 
the imputation which his former con^ 
4uct had so deservedly drawn upon 
him. His transcendency of t^ravery 
in the estimation of the public^ 
h«d eclipsed the glare of his vices, 
and it would be his own fault, if by 
an imprudent ofilcioHsness, he re- 
kindled a blaze, which might destroy 
or scorch his &me. But if he could 
find her informed, ,grown sensible 
of the folly of a fashionable career^ 
penitent for her guilt, domestic, an 
object of esteem : if he should find 
that, notwi^thst^nding his defici^icies 
^personal appeara&ceidie had learn- 
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:^ to appreciate the ¥aliie/6f the 
mind in preference to exterior beauty , 
and was still disposed to love him, and 
live ^with him and for him ? Aye; 
this would indeed be happiness : But 
the h9ipe was too loose, top desultory, 
too illusory, too inconsistent with her 
usual habits and her nati^ra) dii||§- 
sitioa for gaiety and' elegance* Sb^ 
was too easily impressed by a &ofi 
form, and too readily slighted geniMP 
nnder a coarse disguise; she co^l^fl 
nerer value nor esteem bim now he 

w 

/Was disfigured, worn, and reduced by 
fiitigue. Excess of labour and^er^ 
tion, had wrinkled his brow, and he 
.bad even b^un to stoop in his walk. 
Was it likely then that Lady Morgana 
would look upon him now, as she^did 
on the once fascinating and fashion- 
able Sir Edward ? No ; it was unlikely; 
she must indeed have undergone a 
thorough change before di^^^r^^^lA^ ^ 
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this ; and happy ai^ he dh<HiW*tiief**to 

tjnd his* wliAfes' 7(!alizied, his h5pes 

wereTreak, and sciirciely She'wed signs 

^of • existence in ^6 presentee of ' his 

'^▼erU'helining' af^iWfhensims/ '' Still 

rthere w(m)d be' no harth'iB'^6MikH% 

himself acqaairited with ^hifer t'diispb»i- 

*4tllfiL from report, 6nd^ Jiii^-ied^iii^ 

mi^ry ^aHiclialer hecoilld ^aih'v^pect^ 

siw^ her. without iVitrodticmg^^'liiiftscaf 

*rt<) W^coHtifany: Th^WrfapJifedii^ 

*€d platubibte, Hnd woWd'dbubtles^, 

•prodiice^'a decistte, if iiot* a'jsatisfae- 

tory 'Tfeftiltj-iand* he determined ffo 

-cafiy it'4ntd immi^iifttt executtonJ 
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•^ His first' dutVih^w^ver, *oii hfe ar- 
Tivaf ih London, was to wait^tipori liis. 
isovereignto 'whonfr 'hfeTfeasintroddced 
by General Bragttell, ' ahd fnrtrtH\4i6ni 
Sir Edward received the inaost'flatter- 
^ng coihpliirierits on his'braVfery and 
jwr£/de/ice/ accbxhpanieii'by a^roihS^ 
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of di«tJi*Dtiorts Still greateY than tlit>s^ 
with Which h& had already* been ho* 
iiored. ' *Thrc*e dayis after his arrivfit 
hfe ti%9 created Earl of Ithisdel, and 
^^ift'im.lfiddilibn rtiade' to his income^, 
otottMfth^ public pui^s^B. 

• 'His rfrrivtil in town and the rielP 
boners 'which his soTereigh had coni 
ferred ;iipon- Sir Edward were ^oon 
btezoiied s^road 'through the f^shion^ 
arbfe XJH^cie* ; and such wrfS' the-anxtetjf 
of the beires'of high life, to behold 
theit>>ld suitor and Adonis ill his two 
new characters of a hero arid Sh Earl, 
ihtit ev^f-y rdnf^of c^bnsequerice, and 
every piiblic plaf e of amusement wer^ 
thronged for some time in order to 
datch a fflimpseof his lordship. For 
sometrihe, however, their efforts were 
unavailing ;• for the new inclinations 
of the = Eail ^pf Ithisdel pciint*d in a 
different directi9n. At \^w^,V^^^ 
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9Ter, public curiositj wad giattfied* 
Lady Bragwell issued ber cards for a 
voute ; and, of caurse the Earl .would 
be there. Accordingly, the suite o£ 
rooms was filled at a very early hdatf 
by all ranks and ages of ffushionables, 
eager to get at a peep at the wonderful 
^4hero, whose conquests orer his coun- 
try's foes had been as wide, as his sub- 
jugatioQ of female hearts. At length 
after waiting until their patience was 
nearly exhausted, the Earl of Ithisdel 
was announced : and in^ a few mo- 
ments, his lordship walked up the 
room, supported by a stidk^ and bow- 
ing with his accustomed elegance and 
ease to the fashionaUes who lined his 
way. 

^^ I will introduce myself po his 
lordship !'' exclaimed Lady T^azewell 
to her fipietid. Miss Bankerton; *'he 
3siJI DO doubt be much gratified to see 
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•Jbis old friends* I think be 'is mocii 
^alter^l fcr the worst : but then be hns 
« neur title, ' which makes hitii mbre 
(digmfied and -elegant in -his manners. 
4|kis a great pity his lordship lost- his 
•kg and eye : alihongh the deficiency 
Jiaa; sot such an odious appearance 
AS might have been expected: The 
ladiestseem to eat him with their eyes 
absolutely J 
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/■ ** Pray introduce me to his lordshipi, 
^y dear lady Teaz^"Wen ;'* replied her 
sister spinster--^" I should bedelighted 
io receive-a compliment from such a 
distinguished nobleman. You Will 
jnake me eternally your friend : indeed 
Lady Dorothy shall not contradict 
you again/' 

Won over by this promise, her la- 
dyship consented to the wishes of 
Miss Bankerton, and 6lia{ELi^%\K<^V!^ 



• < 
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,his jQrd&j[^ip,:ipIated h^rseir^nct lier 
fqeqd close, at his }eft elbow^>ivhclfe 
.all. hei ,i$igixalB$. coughs^ and exdiBLm^^ 
tipn&fV^ed to «xi^ite tbc^ iiatitoidf ^4ih« 
^arl; and it wafsi not until Lady Team- 
vreli I|fid* endured this penaiice> up- 
wards of h^Jf an hour, to the «nter«iii 
t^ainment^Qf bQiine, and thje surjirize^ 
others who knew her less, that Miss 
Bankerton perceived, th^t it tras the 
left eye of which his lordship had been 
deprived, and 4hat,: of ican^ueiice^ 
thej must g-o round to the>iithar>side 
of him,, before they could hope ta at^ 
tract his notice. H^ Lady Teazwell 
been ace ustomed *tt>. be ^disconeerl^ 
the disclOivery of hoi^ ' mistake, which 
he bjetrayed to dll around her, would 
have caused her an irrecoverablni twVr 
fusion.; but she was not so easily con- 
founded) but wiilked' i cooly ■ TCtfnd, 
with Jier. friend and companioNi, iprd^ 
(tf^iiig^lhat had;it.n(4;<>beeiiifiii si'^Sdv 
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k^V^^^^i'^^ip might construe fa^r 
negkct. into disrespect^ she would 
never kave exposed herself >tfau8, ky 
dancing* roqiid a man with one eye. 
Her -protestation, howeTer, was made 
in .vain, for so intent were allonbb^ 
serving his lordship and hasting to ob- 
tain a smiie,that her ladyship's remark 
was doomed ^' to waste its sweetness 
on the desart airV' at lengthy she 
itucceeded in getting up pretty near 
to his lordship, but she once more found 
hei self overlooked 'and slighted. She 
resolved, however, to gain her end? 
and, accordingly, pretending to make 
'U slip she trod on his lordship's foot, 
afl{\ immediately began to ei^press her 
fears lest she shoujd have caused him 
pain. "Nevermind, madam /^cooly 
replied the Earl, *' my artificial limb 
haft not yet been-sufficiently in nse to 
Kaveaeijaired tliat de^eof susceptri 
BftHydf J^ain, which to\\^d\N^xv^wX.^ti 
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apprehension of that nature/* As he 
Maid this, he turned himself from the 
mortified spinster and walked away> 
leaving her and her companion over«» 
whelmed with distress and confusion ;. 
biit.ber ladyship was quickly, called 
to herself by the loud sneers of those 
who surrounded her, when seizing 
bold upon Miss Bankerton, she hur-^ 
ried her away to a remote corner, ex«^ 
claiming — *^ Insensible brute ; his head 
seems to be full as unfeeling as his leg, 
or he would have paid mere attention 
to me. But so it is with these upstartSi^ 
when they once become elevated above- 
their sphere, by some unexpected good 
fortune, they uniformly forget those 
friends, whose company solaced, and 
cheered their less fortunate days/ 

A loud laugh followed this remark^ 
and Lady Teazewell, turning about 
to chide the impertinence which had 
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thus noticed her observations, per* 
ceived close behind her, to her utter 
confusion, and astonishment, the Earl 
of Ithisdel, and General Bragwell, 
*arm in arm. As soon as the former 
met her eye, his lordship, bowing, re- 
plied with the utmost noU'Chalance^^ 
**I am flattered highly by your opinion, 
madam, and beg to advise you, when 
you next wish to introduce yourself to 
an old friend, to adopt solme more d jg« 
^ nified method to accomplish your ob* 
ject, than by clumsily treading upon 
his toe/' 

His lordship and the general imme- 
diately walked away, while the groupe 
which had assembled round the spins- 
ters, became so loud and bitter in their 
remarks upon LadyTeszewell,that she 
was happy to draw her companion out 
^ the throng, and to seek for refuge 
in t&eir chariot, two houn b^^iNk>isL^ 



?k 
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. Osual time, mutteriDg cursi^s upon the 
ill^breeding of the Earl of fthisdel and 
Ge'neral Brag well, and censuring the 
blind aifectiou which had induced the 
King to confer a title on • the fellow^ 
before he had been taught bow to pre* 
serve good manners in 'good society. 

• • • 

' The Earl's private intjtiiries respect- 
ihg Lady M'Organa had not prckluced 
the effect he wished; for thie utmost ex- 
tent of. his information went only to 
state that she had never Appeared in 
public after Sir Edw'ard Hilvernoh 
had left London, that a report had 
prevailed that the cause of her retire- >^ 
liiertt was a <irimihal connection be- 
twixt Loi-d LinmOre aiid herself, but 
tbis riimour was contradicted by a 
lietter of his lordship's, written just be- 
fore his death, in which he acquitted 
Kerof the charge, and acknowledged 
JUmself to haive been a party in th^ 



25 

circafettoVij'ojf the tale, that she Uad 
sit1Ji^[ii<^ntVy sold lier house and fur- 
iAVare*iri iLbiidon, and had retired into 
sdine remote part of the country, and 
ffnallvi uiat Sir Frederick Fitzormond 
HVld'^diea suddenly, ^d, it was sup- 
jbsed, of a oroken heart. The earl 



• ^ -»•..•■ . ■ ■« , ■ • \ ■ . ■ 

was distressed beyond measure at the 

death of the worthy baronet, in whoso 

destruction he considered himself to- 

have acted , a. principal part, and 

this was an additional motive for his 

fulfilment of those vows which, heh ad 

so frequently made in the presence 

of' Md V Morgana. The death of Lin:^. 

uidre,^ and the circumstances which 

had reacned hini concerning it, were 

sijbjtectsbf regret to his lordship, who 

lamented^, that a youth of suqh promise 

should have fallen beneath an untime- 

Iv stroke of fate. But the residue 

ot the inteiUsence was rather of a 

Jpfoiis Iriature ; in \jsA^ >i\w^w^^^ 
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retirement from fashionable life, he 
thought he perceived the faint origin o* 
a change of disposition and viewa, and 
if so, a radical reformation might hava 
taken place, and she might jet be des^ 

tined to promote his happiness,and to rer 
compence him for past misfortunes. 
Yet was this likely ? Second reflection 
told him that her shame might have 
driven her from society : she might 
have feared to meet the withering blasts 
of contumely : she might have consi- 
dered that her disgrace must have 
gained (Circulation at some period or 
other, and that her hours of apparent 
gaiety even until that period, would 
be embittered by the idea that all 
who observed her particularly might 
have been informed of the wretched 
truth. This cause seemed to have a 
deeper foundation in reason than the 
other, when he took into consideratioii 
ili^j!>/)e?ious disposition of Lady Mor« 
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gwda, and his delightful anticipatnni 
gradually subsided, and left him, as 
before, the prey of doubt, >h(^ and^ 
apprehension. He must, hower^rv 
remain contented for the present, with 
his imperfect informaticm, for his* duty 
required his pcesqnce at HilvernonK 
Hall, but he determined, on his return 
to London, to renew his inquiries in 
the same way as before, and to satisfy 
himself whether the object of his in- 
vestigation were abandoned, or whe- 
ther his hopes was merely the effect 
of a momentary imprudence, occa- 
sioned rather by her love of himself, 
than her disposition to follow a vile 
and depraved course of pleasure. 

In a day or two afterwards, the Earl ^ 
of Ithisdel was introduced to his Ma- 
jesty, and having gone through the 
usual ceremonies on recelvm^ ^ \Si&^^ 
hh lerdsbip respectfuWy to^V^^vi^Wi 

^OJU III. « 
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^^flOrereigpatand prepared fi>r bis ds* 
parture to the spot of his infancy and 
fte scene ofhis youthful pleasures, and 
9. few, days having completed aH his 
jriteessary arrangements^ he once again 
tookleave of the metcopoliB, and on tlie 
second dBysLnivedy m sa&ty ^ at Hit- 
KHaU 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



As soon as the Earl of Ithitsders ar- 
mal at his seat was known in the 
neighbourhood^ naqubers of the sur- 
rounding nobilitj^ and gentry-, withih 
the compass of thirty jniles, arrived 
te congratulate his lordship on his 
lyell-deserved accession to so honour-^ 
iUea title y and his lord&\\\i^ q\^^x^^ 

c ft 
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stnongst his visitorsi, several individti- 
als, whose family pride had prevented 
them from cultivating an acquaint- 
ance with Sir Edward Hilvernon^ 
who had descended from no long line 
of ancestors, whose train and escut- 
cheon were swelled with no pompous 
.display .of heraldic and oinmeaning 
emblazonry. These persons, he recol- 
lected, were, wont to speak of his fa- 
inily in other terms than those of 
respect, and had ever treated him 
with a degree of insolent coldness^ 
rborderiog on contempt. But now^ 
those, persons swelled his triumphant 
train:; those who despised the plain 
Sir Edward, the son of an industrious 
man, who owed his fortune and his 
,title to his own merit, his own indus- 
try^ who had ''^achieved greatness ;** — 
those who scorned the ndansion of the 
cit, were now aipoiigst the first, nay, 
tie very foremost^ to pour ilieit ful« 
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some ^adulatidiis in the e^rs of the Earl 
of Ithisclel, the hero, the favourite of 
his king, and the protegee cf^ist conn-: 
try. They coukl: now descend from, 
their lofty elevations, to f^wn and 
to flattier : these descendants of a raeiSy 
diiOferent from the common stock pf 
hnmanity, could condescend to wait 
for admission^ and think themselves 
Well repaid for their slavi;&h attendance^ 
if they could at last catch the great 
man's smile. Scarcely could the Earl 
Restrain his indignation, when he saw 
amongst his new friends, his old encr 
mies ; he thought it better, howeveri 
to receive them all with sifnilar cojdr* 
tesy, and the noble and numerous 
visitors departed duly impressed with 
the benignity and hospitable kind- 
ness of their illustrious host. 

Amongst other visitors on this oc- 
casion wei'e.Lady MoittreviUfi '43\d Iv^t 

c a 
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twodaugbtenr, TvKo had beeii cntems 
0f acq«iiainlance with the Earris fitther, 
and whe^ acjcordingly, considering 
themselTes priv4kge4-to take more 
liberties^ inth the new Earl than theF 
•ther gentry, invited themselves ta 
stay a few days at his mansion, and t6 
mdolge themselves in a critical investi^ 
g;ation c^bis loniship^s gardens, sbrubn 
beries, plants, park, &c. The Earl 
jnost. readily acquiesced in the propo^. 
MsAy ^nd promised to escort them ta 
Montreville castle, when they wished 
to return. 

The Lady MontveviH^ was a v^&^ 
mAXk oi a most ambitious disposition, 
but her souring views were unhappily 
cut sliort by the sudden death*<xf hee 
Lord who was rising in popularity, and 
whose abilities .commanded the respect 
and esteem of the nobility and gentry 
$4 higk li&i< Disappoiated by t1u# 
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wfortfiittate otOeuiri^Qce^. t>f the £rftt 
dbfcct of her liiahea^ ohe titri^ h«K 
tfacmgfats to the a^rmyiiteiiMHil; of b«v 
hmUjy fay tiie wion of te? tito dangjbt- 
tefB Tvitln men of high ranjk and <?o«rf 
nder^tioa ; and so wedfdM was ishe %^ 
Ubis idea, t&at she bad ttnhesijta^iClgljf^ 
lefiised to listen to some offers, which 
. were extremel j hoaourablt> and <?ob-« 
sonant to the wishes of the young la^ 
dies, because they did not immedia(t€k 
ly holdout those elevated prospect* 
which the sanguine confermation o% 
her hopes had led her to expect. No 
sooner did the old lady observe the 
honburs which the king had conferred 
upon Sir Edward, whose alliance she 
wduld previously have refused witl^ 
disdain, than she began to weigh the 
possibility of gaining him, as a hus<* 
band to one of her daughters. It was 
true he had lost a leg and an eye, bu 
still report spoke of him as being 
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Ifandsome, and when she hinted at the 
iilHam^ to Lady Jttliety the eldest and 
IfiOfit interesting of her daughters, thier 
young lady who was fearful she should 
h^ destined to lead a single life, most 
l^reedily taught at the proposal, and 
4Bchired6he was willing to accept of 
hkn, tf lie were as ugly as satan, so that 
he had a good fortune, and could sup<* 
port a splendid establishtnent. Her. 
mother 0000 satisfied her as to those 
ffbkm^ ^moA tibe preliminaries being 
thflsa^wtod^ the iDuly difficulty was 
to jgaiii «a SBftooduction to his lord^' 
jliip* Af^iit this time, while Lady 
Kfontreville'smiiKf was puzzled andper^ 
plexed about thecoatriranceof the in* 
terview, his lordship arrived at Hilver* 
iion Hall, and her ladyship having un« 
derstood that numbers of the nobility 
and gentry intended to compliment him 
on his arrival, resolved to avail her^ 
aielf of the favourable opportunity af* 
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Ibrddd by this circaimsCance/and as 
•he jknew something of the former Sir 
Edward Hilvernon, she summoned her 
daughters to prepare for the excursion^ 
imd as the castle was but about forty 
miles from the seat of the gallant Earl^ 
they arri?ed early in t|ie evening of the 
day on which they set out, and having 
made themselves known, they were 
ifecolkcted by his lordship who had 
jieard his father speak of thetii, and 
were received with a most cordial, siti^ 
'.cere and unbounded welcome*. ~ 

On the morning after their Varrival 
the Earl was sitting at the^breakfast*- 
table, vi^thhis three fair guests, when 
Lady Monti^villcj ever intent on her 
darling object, wiping her eyes with 
an afFectatioo of much sensibility, exr- 
claimed in a broken tone of voite-^ 
*^'Indeed, my lord, your appearance 
situatioD so forcibly remind vsm 

c & 
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of okj dear Lerd Mbntre^ilkr,; tbat t 
am unable to restrain my feelings. I 
beg jour lordship to excuse me, it is 
but the gushrof a moment, the reeoP 
lection was so forcible and 8uddeii,tbat 
it overcame my resignation (here ^he 
paused, and wiped her eyes awhile; 
then resuming her customary tone sh^ 
proceeded) yes, my lord, like you fa^ 
was young ; like you, he enjoyed th^ 
confidence of his country ,and the love^ 
the veneration of all good men ; fa^ 
was adored for his good qualities e£ 
Jiead and heart ; his speeches in par- 
liament are still fresh in the memories 
of his illustrious compeers ; and thi^ 
force, the absolute invincibility of hid 
.arguments can never be forgotten. But 
the retrospect is too painful r the re- 
membrance of his virtues only serves 
to render his loss doubly painfuk 
Tour lordship has, no doubt, heaird 
q£ the fatal accident which, di^rived 
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the wor\d oi such an omament, and 
me of such a dear, such an unprece^ 
dented, $uch an afiSsctiouate hw^ 
band/' 

. The Earl expressed bis ignorance^ 
pleading that his absence in the ser« 
rice of his country had removed the 
possibility of acquiring a knowledge 
of the circumstances which ibur years 
had given rise to ; but he intreated 
Jier rather to suffer hin) still to remaiipr 
in ignorance of the uielancl)o1y detail^ 
than to excite her sorrows • anew, by 
the repetition of a misfortune of suc^li. 
a weighty nature. . 

^^ I do not valoe my own feelings, 
my good lord (replied the persevering^ 
JLady Montreville). your great kind- 
Bess determines me to unbosom m V 
^rie& to you. It is now nearly two* 
]f eavs i^ce ikAt mj dear lord had gone 
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out to spend a tveek with a neighbour^ 
ing nobleman, and his return was hour- 
fjcjKpected by me. The night bow- 
ever, on which he promised to arrive, 
passed away without his appearance, 
but as he had been accustomed fre- 
quently to overstay his time, 1 was by 
lio means alarmed by the disappoint- 
ment ; but as the following day pro- 
tlueed no better success, my heart be- 
gan to misgive me, the idea that some 
^accident might have bei&lten him 
Alar^ltf me exceedingly, and on the 
second %aoming, unable any longer to 
endure the terrors of suspence, I dis- 
patched messengers in pursuit of my 
lord, in various directions. By the 
first that returned, I understood that 
he left the castle of his host at the ap^ 
pointed time, to return home, and this 
information at once confirmed all my 
worst fears, and convinced me that any 
hope I should ent^rtaia must ultif 
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inately prove illusory. My servants 
continued to return gradually, but it 
was not until nearly the whole bad 
arrived, that I beheld noiy unfortunate 
Yord borne between two domes- 
tics, who had discovered him in a 
neighbouring jungle, where, there 
could be no doubt, he was thrown 
from his horse, within a mile of his 
castle, and expired without the conso- 
ling attentions of those who loved him. 
His bead displayed a gaping wound, 
which was evidently caused by a large 
stone, against which his head must 
have stricken at the fatal moment 
when he was thrown into the dread^ 
fill thicket. Every assistance waslixi- 
mediately procured by my servants, 
for my own state of mind and that of 
iny daughters disabled us from doing 
our duty, but all the efforts of affec- 
tionate fidelity proved fruitless, the 
vital current was congealed, and the 
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jbreath of life hacl left him for ever. 
For several weeks I lay at the point 
pf death, but by the intervention: of 
jHeaven I was permitted once more 
to recover and continue my way 
jjthrough life, isolated and forsaken,^ 
deprived of my partner whose loved 
presence cheered my path, and stimu*^ 
)ated hie with the hope of future 
fame and power. Alas ! that^hope is 
torn from me for ever, I must now 
continue my broken and short co>irse 
alone ; but I could wish before I quit 
a world which has little attraction 
left for me, to see my girls blessed 
with husbands, formed in the same 
mould with him who, although en- 
circled with the icy fetters of deaths 
still retains his grasp upon my affec- 
tions. Oh ! my lord, you are exactly 
^is image : the same heroism, the same 
talents^ the same popularity^ the sam^ 
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li^nce, tlief same pro&peet of ^ fir» 
tare fame and power !' 
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Here her ladyship paused and pre* 
tended once more to wipe her ejes> 
considering that she had given a hint 
of her wishes sufficiently plain for hit 
lorddnp to understand, if he had not 
wilfully elosed his ears and his eyes 
against this kind of attack. The young 
ladies^ having deceived their, eue frftm 
their mother^ lifted . their cambric 
handkerchiefs to their eyes^ and ap^ 
peared ^^ like Niobe, alt tears ! '^ 

The Earl, however, either from real 
ignorance of her motives, or a perversa 
disposition I £iiled to display those 
symptomatic emotions which her la* 
dyship expected, and she was not a 
little nettled and mortified, when .his 
lordship, instead of offering his own 
sbEvi^ei. aa the future protectot of 
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one of lierfatherless daeght^ts, replied) 
in a sympathetic tone — " Truly-, my 
dear Lady Montreville, your loss was 
extremely severe, and yonr interesting 
daughters must have felt it equally 
with yourself. iJanv mncSi afiected by 
tlie sad narrative, and shall propose a 
walk round the park ; the finei^ss oi 
the morning may remove the gloomy 
impressions which the revived recol* 
lection has occasioned. . Come, my 
lady, forget your griefs, I want your 
opinion of a new species of fir, which 
I brought with, me ta England, and- 1 
am anxious for your decision on its ap- 
pearance/^ 

Her ladyship cursed the firs in her 
heart, but was determined not to be 
foiled in this way: gathernig up^ 
therefore fresh resolution, she assumed 
a plaintive, tone, and answered—* 

My lord, I will walk witb yoo ^d^ 
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)j, but jroa will find me a dull com^ 
panion this morning. The idea of 
my- unprotected girls weighs heavilj 
ttpon my mind : they will have some 
fifty thousands each, iomiediatelr^ 
and woiild make no bad match for 
persons of the first rank. I have been 
for some months on the look out, and 
shall feel myself much indebted for 
your lordship's advice and assistance 
in the promotion of my views.; My 
girls are handsome, and not difficult 
to be pleased/' 

During this harangue the young la- 
dies had retired to dress for the walk, 
and the Earl replied — " I certainly 
consider that the personal beauty and 
mental accomplishments of your 
daughters entitle them to the highest 
offers, and I should be happy, my 
dear Lady Montreville, to recommend 
to them such consorts as should ^uaxd. 
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tilfeit happihess, an^ pro^rij appre* 
eiate their worth.. But we will talk 
more largely on the saVjeet,.i{ yOaf 
williavor me with yotir cempi^ny |i» 
the ^park, for I am anxious i» - engof 
the morning, before the solirr heat lie* 
eomeir oppresii ve/.^ 

** * ■ . • 

' " Oh \ that they might Ke «o happy^ 
as to find the counterpart of yout 
lordship r* responded Lady Monire- 
ville, as she mored towards the door i 
as she opened which, she sighed in a 
Idw voice, sufficiently loud, and in- 
tended to be heard by his lord^bip — 
♦'Oh J that Juliet coald become thd 
happy partner of his future days!^*' 
She immediately closed the door af- 
ter her,^ . and sought her chamber \ 
while the £!arl began to turn in hii 
mind the meaning of her ladyship's 
pwarting words. They were evidently 
intended for himsel£ . Did Juliet thea^ 
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Montreville .seripuslj wished )>im tp 

tbeie in liW .pr^^^^ appe^aace^ t^ 
warrant such ^; protection ? . if it had 
eccurred five years since» his iashioi^ 
ahk appearanee and manners might 
have made hi ma fit abject of a lady 'n 
affbctkm ; but Yanily itself could not 
tntertain such an idea under present 
eircamstances. Besides^ at that pet 
nod^ when lie w^ in the acni^of his 
feme, her ladyshftp^ never thought c^ 
efiering him one of her daughters ; ibt- 
deed she scarcely noticed him vrhea 
they met ; yet he was ^rtainly a 
more fascinating youth at that time^ 
than he had been since his wounds 
had so terribly disfigured him^ . M^e 
had not reverted to . those Roman 
limes when wounds^ received in the 
service of his country were badges of 
honourable distinction about a, n\a.^^ 



and rend^riiid'lbitft' rAofe okpiivMJnj^irf 
th female eslimatiom No, na^ la- 
ches of this agcT were ndt i^o' jpztrwtici 
to disinterei^l^d : to be'i^ri^ t3iey might 
join iii extolling hel^isins and exelaim^ ^ 
hig, >' none btit the brave deserve the 
feiir/' but give them a veterim^ who 
h^ saved his eountry, but who ii 
maimed^ disfigured, gashed and un- 
seemly from his wounds, and will 
they reward Ws valour with their af-* 
feotion : will they think it an enviable 
distinction to- enjoy the exclusive pri^ 
vilege of bandaging his wounds an^ 
fractures, of blunting the keenness of 
past misfortunes, and of rendering his 
future days happy ? No no.; the spi-^^ 
fit of the times was altered ; ahd^ ic^ 
our day, such- a fate would be ac^ 
counted moni^trous, shocking,. intole«^ 
rable; unless, indeed, there- w«s k 
splendid title attached^ to^ hi» name^ 
And/ this -might probably possesa 
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more, -attraction tl^ia aU his merits 
and achieveinents. Tbere was some 
truth in this^ and the Earl began to 
Ijscall to mitid several sl^hti? which he 
had formerly received from Ladj 
Montreville, and, as he contrasted her 
past and present conduct, he felt con- 
vinced that the change .had been 
Jl>ndught about by the cabalistical 
words— ^' the Eari oK IthififdeL^'' than 
which .a more poweif ul bailsman it was 
mt ea8y,toiind«t It was the glorious 
splendour of this title, w^ich eclipsed 
all his past littlenessi all his present 
defects^! Whatwaa the loss of an eye 
and a leg, compared to the distinction 
which would attach to the name 
mf the Conritess of Ithisdel; " He was 
iiow convinced that chere could be no 
other caiise for Lady Moptreviile's pre* 
sent .gracious intentions; but he should 
be aware o/* h^artst:; , and, while hf 
kep^ in vi^w the stiicte&t xu\«^5&^<^Mii. 
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behavioaf, "hit >de(criniiied to remaui 
deaf to ^11 her insinuations, and t^ 
close bis ejes against the charms of 
her daughters. Even were they stiii 
inore handsome andistill more amiable ; 
!WeTe the J the very paragons of Yirtuc, 
sense, goodne8S,attd perfection, he could 
tiot love either cithern, for he ifound, 
Mrhenever he investigated the state of h& 
lifiectiotii^,tfakt,wfth dll her faults. Lady 
Morgan^ still predominated there ; md 
tmtil he had found her to be degraded, 
dissipated, iatbandoned, totally un- 
worthy his future confidoncQ o^ his 
future notice, he cdlild^iiot consent to 
^j those vows to anotiber, which 
were her*s by the right of priority. He 
should seek her out, if she was to ba 
l&und, and make himself perfectly ax> 
ijuainted with her ptesent habits and 
disposition ; and^ if ^ey accorded 
with his own, Itappiisess might still 
icheer /uturity: ^ oa eoqiiiry^ kk 
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^kould meet vith disappointment^ it 
^H'ould then be time enough to turn 
ills attention round the world,in search 
^« SQCcessor in his love* 



lordship's train of reflections 
was here interrupted by the re-entrance 
vof the ladies, and he observed, that 
:Lady J4iliet's dress* displayed marks 
o£ unusual care in its arrangement, as 
though she meditated the conquest of 
his affections. . She had his esteem, 
fcr she was, in truth, amiable; she 
iiad a heart of benevolence, and the 
^eeds of the Earl had oftentimes 
called the tears of admiration into 
her expressive eye. She had no par- 
ticular love for his lordship, but he 
was a gallant hero, and a popular peery 
and she convinced herself, that if she 
were married to him, she could easily 
bring herself to love him. £ler mother 
wi«bed mch an uuwn \5> \sdii& ^^^'^^ 
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. and so inany offers of an establishment, 
had been rejected by the fastidious 
notions of her mother, that Juliet be*^ 
gan to fear she might eventually fail' 
to secure one. This idea was distress* 
ing, for nature had given her a strong 
inclination for domestic duties, and 
she could not bear the thoughts of 
spending her vrhole life, as a priesteiss 
in " Dian's temple." She, therefore, 
had resolved to avail herself of the ftrst 
offer whiich Lady Motitreville might 
make to her, and to accept a husband 
at her hands, without heeding whethef 
he was old or young, ugly or hand- 
some. Having formed this resolution^ 
she looked with indifference on the 
Earl of Ithisders artificial limb and 
glass eye, considering that he was a 
great man, and the object of her 
motber^s choice. She had, in conse- 
quence, prepared herself to receive his 

sddrasses^ and, in com^g^mM^ 'mlK 
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the commftnds ixf her designing me- "^ 
ther'fi, wbo had tfak morning arrayed 
lieivdf in her choicest dress, and be- 
decked iiecself with a profusion of or<- 
.naments in order to second the eflfeet 
niiich Lady MoQtre?ille, had nod.oubt 
iBtMSt have been occasioned by her em- 
phatic apostrophe ias she quitted the 
Earl to prepare for the excursion ; du- 
i9Dgi«iiich lAe intended to assail his 
Iwdship .most furiously, and to carry 
hut point, in spite of all obstacles, by 
ahsoLttte coup tde main^ 



Scmrodj :had they passed through 
IherShrurbbery^gate, when Lady Moq- 
In&viUe, who had placed herself oiose 
by Jus iotdfihip's side, while her daugb* 
tens tripped forward, began her at- 
tatk— ^^ Well,. my lord, does not Julid; 
liMk charming this morning ? 1 won- 
der, indeed, that nhe baa not attracted 
Mme. Qoblemaot whow^illiAiaKi^^m^ 
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^dd to the family honor and interest. 
To bie sure she has received offers from 
many gay^ dashing, young fashiona- 
bles, but I always discountenanced 
such fellows .; they have not the ability 
nor disposition to outlive the moment : 
their ideas are all bounded by a routCt 
or circumscribed within a lady's 
chamber. They have no elevation of 
soul, my lord ; no dignity of sentiment; 
no liope of fame ! Observe the contrast 
betwixt them and your lordship ; bow 
would they, have acted in battle: how 
would they have led troops in the hour 
of danger? I assure your lordship, I 
''have seen Juliet shed tears, in abtiii-^ 
dance, as she read of your dangers and 
^our valour : I have seen her rejoiced 
^t your success, and distressed when 
you have partially failed in your efforts. 
Oh ! she has a tender and a benevoknt 
^art, and will make ^^n exquisite do- 

Jbmticchs^JiCtJtt. Oh I thati cottM 
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find her a husband like jour lordsdbip 
in every respect/' 

** You are facetious, my lady ;" re- 
turned the Earl, : ^^ for what can you 
fsee attractive in my nmtilated form^? 
Believd me, my lady, your daughters 
will select soine young men of elegant 
appearance, andMunbrokjieu constitu- 
tions, to pilot them through the intri- 
cacies of life/' 

" Oh ! my lord ;* * returned her lady- 
fihip-^^^ in you are concentrated all 
tfcose qualities which vender man es- 
timable, and attractive in the eyes . of 
Ihe penetrating female. The priva- 
tion of a limb is not worthy to be pla- 
ced in competition with the splendour 
'of your talents and the glory of your 
iichieVei!Dents4 Do we -look for youf 
mortk, we find it recorded i«i the hearts 
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pA iMtion's gratrfiil nAoe. W« lodk 
up to yoa as one of tiiose heroes who 
constitute our bulwark and our hope^ 
and we are anxieinto shew our sense 
of this iinpresmm in our actiona. Jub 
4iet beholds yon with the same ejres^ 
and to obtain such a hero as the £ad 
4oi Ithisdel wonld be the firit tad 
^proudest object of 'fabr wishes/' 

*^ Then I trust it is in my power to 
gratify her and you !" replied the Earl, 
still pretend 'mg to mfartake the drift of 
lier discoorse---^^ There is a yoimg ^ 
^Ger returmed lo England^ who fought 
by my side in every engagement: twice 
I owed my life toikis valour His rap^ 
sword interfered and saved tne, what 
no human ptrobabiiity appeared iniDj 
lavour fie is indeed aheit>: ihave 
Inarked bim stem ^^Ike ti4e*of baMli 
Wirh a oMMSMfti iiilr^^idity which 
^totiufMied SK ; 1 4iata^iim' bam v^ 
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ftrm ]H^0digies ^valour, and isfsatch 
tile victory fnaat tfe foe at the bui>* 
ment when he had graspeck it. He is 
degajrt and well ^informed ; and, with«- 
al, he has lost no Umb, he has no dis# 
%iuriQg sears la terrify % female* Ha 
is not rieh, nor jet noble bj birth; 
bttt hk actions have ennoble him, 
ahhoiigh his country has hitherto con** 
frrred no teward upon him. He ia 
If dl oalculated ta meet the wishes of^ 
yoarsetf and jour lovely daughter, 
and as I expect him shortly to pay me 
a Tint, I fthall feel pleasure ii^ introdu- 
eipg him to you. Lady Juliet's for- 
tune will be a seasonable a^ii^tance to 
the gallant fdlow, and I am certain 
die will find him to her taste/^ 

Wordi would but feebly describe 
the mortification which was produce^ 
on Lady Montreville's countenance hyt 
thi9^ne;i:pe€tt^d reply, Sbe changed 
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colour seyeral times, until a ghastly 
palenesftbanished the ruddy tints which 
had preTiously overspread her counte- 
nance. Whether it was rage or sorrow 
which thus afflicted her may be collect- 
ed from heranswer.— "Indeed^my lord, 
you mistake me altogether. Much as 
1 respect the character of a hero^ I 
could wish my Juliet to wed rather 
above, than beneath her own rank 
in life, and I shall never give mj 
consent to her union with any less per- 
sonage than a peer, and one who pos-*. 
sesses the power to aggrandize himself 
and his family in the scale of nobility. 
My wishes point to some distinguished, 
character, such as the Earl of Ithis- 
del ; but if such as him are not attain- 
able, my daughters and myself must 
<^ontent ourselres with an alliance with 
a viscount or a baron. You look se- 
rious, my lord, I hope I have not c^- 
fended : I meant not to disparage your 
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young frieiicl, the heroic offioer; I 
have every respect for the character 
ID inferior life; but in none can it 
display such resplendence of lustre 
as ia that of your own" 

♦* My }§Ajr' returned the Earl — 
^^I was then mistaken in my compre- 
hension of your meaning. 1 was com-; 
pletely led into the strain 1 adopted, 
hy iny ^vish to promote the happiness 
of yourself and your family. You 
were praising the good qu^^lities of he<^. 
roism, and wi$hing to obtainone for 
Lady Juliet : I knew one who answer- . 
ed your description, and I instantly 
iBipafrted the informa,tion to you, in 
the full expectation that it would ba 
grateful in the highest degree. I have 
been mistaken, however, yet 1 hope you 
will still allow me to introduce my. 
friend Colonel S( re, whose arrival] I 
daily look for, and whose conduct and; 
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char^l^r will, I am eertain^, exa«ttf ' 
comport witfaf yonr ladyship^s ideas of 
a^hero. I shall impatiently await my 
fliend^s arrival/* 

" Certumly, my lord/' replied Ladr 
Monrtreville ; ^' I shall b^ ha|^py to &se 
any person whom yo«» may introduce ;' 
but I never beard of the family of Serle. 
Isit ancientp^-descending lineally from 
some extinct stock of nolnlit j perhapff, 
o)f a collateral branch^ a ramifiea^tioii 
. only from the original stem ! Still mf 
lard, you mistake me, respectifig^ my^ 
daughter Ji;rtiet ; and nnc6 you cam<«> 
pel me to speak more plainly, I mu>t 
wmmon courage to inlbmi yeu that 
she—** 

♦* Really my lady" exclaimed the 
agitated Earl, who trembled lest the 
expected tidings shotld burst sudden- 
1^ upon his ear—" really Colonel Serlo 
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ii of «b iMUBOttrable iamUy • H«i b the 
eon of a verjr respectable citizen, an4 
was but a lieutenant in tbe service fQur 
years since, but be Iia^ ris^n entirely 
by hi$ valour. But ble^s me, tny lady, 
X^dy Juliet seems alarmed at the deer: 
allow me to hobble as fast as I <can t^ 
jker asiistance/" 

^ he said this, the ISarl began (9 
IBOve with all the rajndity in his power 
towards the young ladies, while the 
disappointed widow remained be* 
hind murmuring, in a low voice an 
inrective against the deer, and the in- 
sensible Earl who remained so callous 
;to her hints, and had thus rudely in- 
terrupted her at the critical moment 
when she was about to unburden her 
-mind to his lordship, on the interesting. 
«uibjeet. In the meantime, his lordship 
haA reached the^young ladies, and in- 
treated them to favour him with tbeic 

B 5 
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company; for, notwithstanding he was 
crippled, he could make a shift to keep 
up pretty close to them, with the as* 
sistance of one of their arms. Lady 
Juliet instantly tendered her's to the 
Earl, who, placing his own within 4t» 
turned about to rejoin Lady Montre* 
ville, whose rising anger was assuaged 
by the manners of his lordship towards 
her daughter, from which she augur- 
ed final success to her scheme. Lady 
Juliet, herself, was by no means, free 
from agitntion, expecting every mo* 
ment to hear a declaration from the 
Earl, which would once again open to 
her the vista of hope, and cement her 
happiness : but she was disappointed ; 
the insensible Ithisdel consumed the 
moaient in a desultory conversation 
in which love had no part, and Hm 
sighs of the disconsolate fair one wero 
doomed to waste unheard and uiii» 
pitied. 
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No sooner had they reached the 
Hall, than Lady Montrei'illeexamined, 
with the closest scrutiny, the unaltered 
countenance of Juliet, and finding 
there nothing to confirm or to disperse 
her fears, she took an opportunity of 
following her to her dressing-room, 
where her vexation was increased by 
the depressed Juliet's account of the 
conversation which took place. Since 
she^ had gone so far, however, her la*^ 
dyship resolved to. suffer no obstacle 
to prevent a right understanding 4vith 
the Earl, but boldly to speak her 
wishes, and leave to chance and the 
charms and acts of her daughter, to 
do the rest. Was it possible that his 
lordship could be blind to the attrac- 
tions of Lady Juliet, when rumour 
was so loud in her praise ? Was hi^ 
heart callous, or occupied by a prior 
engagement I She had heard of his 
Affair with Lady Morgana Mec«ditk^ 
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but sKe tlnderstood thit he broke the 
match ofi* suddenlj on account of a 
discovery of some moral turpitude to 
her conduct ; and therefore, he could 
not entertain the idea of renewing hie 
intercourse with a woman of whose 
behaviour fame spoke so unequivo* 
eaRy. Surely he could not have 
diisunderstood her all the time: he 
cou|d not be so stupid as to permit it 
to be twice tdid to him that a lady 
k^ved him. Yet one or the other of 
tj^ese things must be so ; and nothing 
eould be detelmined, until a mutual 
explanation had taken place. The 
ieoner, therefore, this could be done, 
ihe better : it would be a relief to heir 
Bvind, it ilx>ald be a removal of sue* 
pence of the most painful nature, ftt 
it was still withii^ the compass of pos« 
sibility that he might not behold her 
daughter with the eyes of ia lover. But 
ett this whole^ there was moie room 
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ibr hope Una ftar : his lordship bad 
even beoa allowed to he a man of taste; 
and ererj person of this description 
agreed that her daughters were both 
k^^cly yo^ng women, but that Juliet 
was irresistibly fascinating. 

The Earl, perfectly aware of Lady 
MontreTille's intention, avoided being 
alone with her, with the most studied 
caution ; and it was not until the 
erening prior to her departure, that 
4ihe found a favourable moment for 
opening her thoughts to his ear. The 
ladies had retired to superintend the 
packageof their dresses, &c. when Lady 
Montreville, considering that his lord* 
ship might now be alone, hastened 
back to the sitting room in which she 
had left him, and finding- every thing 
to her wish, drew her chair near to his, 
and thuei commenced her conversaF* 
tion— 
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^* Mj lord, as we aie mbout to re-^ 
torn, I coold wish to advise vrith joa 
for a few moments on the subject we 
were discussing in the park, respect* 
ing the future establishment of mj 
daughters; but, moreparlicularlj,of 
mj Juliet, whom every one allows to 
be the most fascinating girl of her age 
in the kingdom. 1 was wishing she^ 
might be so fortunate as to fall in the 
wav of some such a noble personage as 
yourself, so exalted hj your heroic 
virtues, and so popular" — . 

"True my lady," interrupted the 
Earl, anxious to protract the subject, 
of which this formed the introduction, 
until the return of his steward, who 
had only left the room a few minutes 
before the entrance of Lady Montre- 
ville — ^^and I was recommending to 
your attention and that of Lady Jn«» 
liet, the gallant, the elegant, the her 
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roic Colonel Serle, and a man of sach 
sterling merit, that had i a sister or a 
daughter to dispose of, I would prefer 
faim for her husband, to any youth I 
have yet seen in all the circles of 
£ishioiu This is what I think I was 
«aying, my lady ; and you seemed to 
differ from me, because the Colonel 
was not a man who could boast a 
long line of illustrious ancestors; in 
which case we new adventurers in the 
path of nobility are likely to stand 
but a poor chance of getting wives 
out of the sphere in which the bounty 
of our sovereign has placed us. I am 
certain that Colonel Serle will make 
his way, and will one day reach the 
highest honours, and be his country's 
boast : — and I am equally certain that 
Lady Juliet herself will be his advo- 
cate with you when she has once be- 
lieldand conversed with him,'' 
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" My lord/" replied the widow, mt 
patient to get at a right understands 
ing, " you are no doubt perfectly cor^ 
rect respecting the young Colonel, but 
I really have another person in view 
for my eldest daughter : one tft- whom 
Colonel Serle cannot bear a compario 
fion ; one who has been raised by his 
King, to the summit of honor ; one 
whom I know to be noble, just, gene^ 
rous aiid brave ; and, wliat is more, 
one wbooi my Juliet approver. Yeq, 
my lord, there is a nobleman who has 
the power to establish, the happiness of 
my family, to console me in tlte most 
^fieotual mannei for the loss of my 
poor Montreville, and who cannot be 
tBurpassed by any oonstellation in the 
Ibshionable system. Is it necessary 
fyr me, my lord, to be more exp)ieit? 
b it necessary for me to «peak meme 
pointedly and decisively ? bitatfiei^ 
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sarjr mr me to sa^tbat nobleman is' 
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His Tordsbip, iwtwithKfanding he 
had been preparing himself for some 
sn^hr Bn explanation, was at the mo*' 
moment so strnck with the suddennesai^ 
and emphasis of Lady Montrevrlle'«r 
manner^that be remained for some time 
a prey to the most evident confusion, 
unable to collect one of his scattered 
ideas, onabte to utter a single word in 
answer. After some time, howeyer, he* 
began to recall his wandering senaefr» 
and was just on the pdint of stammer- 
ing out some incoherency, by way of 
reply, when the door of the room 
opened, and a servant announced Co-' 
lonel Serle. The visit of an angel- 
could not have been more acceptable 
to the Earl — it relieved him from a 
dilemma more difficult than he had 
imagined, and had placed before him 



so 



•oce more the opportunity of break- 
ing off a most unpleasant interview. 
His lordiship, having ordered his friend 
tp be admitted, dismissed her lady- 
ship, with a low hind of whisper, — 
^*we will talk on this subject some. 
Other opportunity;^' and,^ in a few 
tninutes, received into his arms hi« 
fellow soldier, his friend,, and his prer 
server. 

The Colonel was welcomed with all 
the warmth of the mosit atdisnt friend- 
ship, for the Earl had conceived a 
most exalted opinion of his worthy 
and had determined to stand forward 
as his friend. Indeed, at first sight, the 
appearance of Serle was suffipiently 
striking to prepossess every heart in 
his favor. To a person tall and ele- 
gantly formed, was added a counte- 
nance beaming with the most attrac- 
tive expression of benignant sensibilit):: 
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his eytt were fall of fire tempered mth 
uncommor! sweetness ; 9nci his actions 
were as graceful, as his conversation 
was refined and instructive : in addi- 
tron to these traits, his heart was the: 
seat of every virtue, and his mind was 
most richly stored with the gems of 
intellectual worth. The day of his ar-*^ 
rival at Hilvernon Hall was indeed a 
day of jubilee io the Earl, who was- 
enabled to carry back his fancy ta 
the period when together they fought ; 
when Ithisdel's sword heie^ sheltered 
Serle ; and when the Colonel's weapoi^ 
there interposed to preserve bis pre- 
server. Thus flowed the stream of 
conversation, uiitil the two friends 
were summoned to attend at the tea 
table. 

•* What! have you ladies here, my 
lord?'' exclaimed Serle, as he rose to 
follow Ithisdel ; you ought to hare 



fcHT I had only calculat€4 c>r seeing ^ 
bachelor; and mjr disess is not su^- 
ficiieQtly correct for . female cQin^; 

pany.*' 

** Pohs poh,. wy boy, con^ sil9ng ;*^ 
answered the Earl — ^'^ooly a widMr*. 
and her two daughters ; beiie for a lev|ir 
days, on a, scheme. Mind the fUd^t 
girl, no mean prize ; £ifty thoasand!,. 9/k 
kttst : ii youL c^tn like her» Ttl nfideis 
take to get her for yon. The old' wOt^ 
waa has heard of yon ! P^w» dbnfc 
^ stand leloking at your bocrts; cqqni 
along. Lady Montreville, my friend: 
Cohmel Serle ; ColoneU Lady Montrc^ 
tille, Lady Juliet^ and Lady Augusta^ 
you must excuse his dress, for he ii 
this moment arrived from London ; 
tnd I would aol bear of his changing 
it before he paid his devoirs to 
ladies." 



Sdtiie iiligbt etnbftrrasfitmtit flushed 
Lady Mc^ntreviHe's countenance, as 
«he returned the complrmeiits of the 
Cokmel ; but Ithisde] was too mueh 
4[>e'ciipied in noticing the effect which 
would be produced on Juliet by the 
feight of the handsome Colonel, to 
taotic^ the appearance of the widow* 
tfhi forddiip's eyes shot forth an ex«> 
presi^oh of triumph, as he met those 
4rii liady Montreville, afiter observing 
&e bhsish which rose on the amiable 
jglirFs eonnitenance, as she received the 
^egant salutMion of Serle, wfaidti 
^ckly drove from her mitid eveiy 
Jthougbt of the flarri, and ei trwf 
«Aier person but him ivho^sto^d before 
ten 

'Lady Motitr«ville petcerrcd a si«> 
tttilar l^cmfui^n in tbe Colonial ; and 
the idea tfant this untitled y<mth might 
Ittf) in lieiween her ^^4 1^ \fwii?Q«i^ab 
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she had formed thtew an. asperity in- 
to her manners and conversation, 
u^bich did not escape the notice of 
IthisdeL He determined, notwith- 
standing, to persevere in his project 
of effecting an union between Serle 
and Lady Juliet, and by previously 
interesting their affections towards 
each other, to give him a good and 
^sufficient plea for refusing to inter- 
rupt their mutual happiness. Anxious 
to discover what effect the charms of 

w 

Juliet had produced on the heart of 
his friend, he took an opportunity to 
draw him on one side when the tea 
equipage was removed, and began to 
sound him on his opinion as to the 
eider of the Montrevilles. " Do you 
not think she is an angel, calculated 
to make any man happy^ who seeks for 
happiness in wg^an ? Ah ! I see you 
are wounded : a stricken deer ! Wdl 
this e|Lceeds my most sanguine e?^?^ 
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pectations! All will yet be well : keep 
Hp your flfMrits, my boy:: if she suits 
your taste, Til be bound for it, you 
will suit her's: leave that to me, •and 
I'll pledge myself to seal your happi- 
ness/' 

** Upon my honor, my loi^,'* replied 
the enraptured Colonel : **" 1 rejoice 
that 1 have reserved my heart whole 
to offer item such a shrine as this. ' If 
lier mind is but half as ^attractive as 
iier person, what a celestial treasure 
tnust she be ! I am astonished, over- 
powered, transported beyond myself: 
i am fearful lest I should have < beeti 
-guilty of any breaches of politeness:: 
ibr so completely was my attention 
absorbed by hec, that I had neither 
«ye8 nor ears for any one else. What 
a happy moment w^nJd that be when 
I could catch a smile of approbation 
•ftaiii ben By Heaven, ist^ V^\^\ SS. 
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jt>a will permit me, I tnll mstanllf 
Jaj regular siege to this beaatiftxl crea- 
ture : to have seen and not t9 love her, 
is to me a paradox ; and to love her> 
^nd not to win her, would be damna« 
tion. Give me but jour approbation, 
my lord, and you will bind me to you, 
by still closer ties than these which 
•1MHV connect u%.'^ 

'' Well/' returned his hrrdship^^'i 
«n right glad to find that my pfam 
has taken f^SecU You must assist my 
^adicfne : the old Jady widies to wed 
lier to me : but yon Ibbow, Serle, my 
4ale of sorrow : I never can love mio- 
ther, until I find my Movgana unworr 
4hy of my fatace notice. 1 wish you 
wibeess^ never mind the tnother^ J 
urill^allayher anger : ymi >shaU faoHW 
oiotfaing to:fear fiNNB her/ 
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Serif expressed iiis gratitiide in |hi 
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ttiMt ardimt tenns/a^d dMlardd ttiat 
no obligation could have been cttti^ 
ferred on him half so precious as this ; 
and that a life would Jb6 too ^ri to 
Express the Ai^ft amoont of thos^* fsei- 
ifif;« which faid^rd^Iiip'is' kindness haeel 
^▼eii birth to. Ithisd*}, hovrever, in- 
t^rnipted hioiv by iiif6rBiing him tha?t 
lu| ttrast make one of their party, bta 

Jbe fiiHewing^ morning, to MontreviMe 

It, 

CrMttB^ where tbej should remain a 
>treek, and where, he advised him, to 
ibllow «p his suit with all th<e vigour 
he o^ld, coniistent with the strictest 
honor and delicacy. The Colonel 
promised to conduct himself, in every 
respect, so as to answer his lordship's 
approbation ; and they separated, the 
former to dream of the delightful and 
unexpected result of his visit, and the 
latter, to form some new scheme for 

T6L. III. E 



74 



the more leadj prooiotion ^t his de* 

In the moraing, the Earl inibrnaed 
Lady MootreTiUe of the addition of 
ids friend to their par^, an arrange* 
ment in whicb politeness eonstrain- 
^ her ladyfihip to acquiesce with the 
^utmost apparent satis&ction, although 
it conveyed a sting to her breast ; and* 
soon after breakfast^ the whole groupe 
.set femrard in the Earl's travelling 
chariot, and reached the andent cas- 
tle of Montreville, soon after the sua 
liadpai^sedbis 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Tm£ seat of the MontrevUIe's waa a 
Tenerable pilei which had stood the 
attacks of tiiiieyduring three centuries, 
durittg which period its possessors 
flouridied ia unebbing prosperity* 
The title was now like to become ex.-^ 
tinct since there was . no male branch 
of the &milj ren)aiaiiiglo\ki«^\\^'0^%. 
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cORtinuity of the hereditary honors* 
It is not so much to be wolidered at, 
therefore, that Lady Montreville, per- 
ceiving in herself the last stay of her 
lord's family^ and being too far ad- 
Tanced in the vale of years to look for 
happiness in a second connubial con- 
nection, should foe anxious to see her 
offspring transplanted into another 
soil, that although the name of Mon- 
treville might cease to grace the peer- 
age of the realm, the blood of the fa- 
mily should unite its current with 
some more illustrious stream. The 
wish was natural, founded in a just 
and laudable pride, but tbe¥b was a 
^possibility of •<?iirrying the priocif^ 
to an extent which could not b<^^iU^ 
Tanted by reason attd p^tiiprie^ 
Earthly honors trlricli sife pawbalfeA 
at the pricie of hajlplness arepfMrehaidbid 
*^t an extras 5*^ irt rate, »rtd leave t4 

the itA^oHndheSi purcKaaer na Hieaai 

1^ ., 
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oC. ^tmjoyinf tbetn : atui^ fiowfever 
smanovk. Lady Montrerille might be 
to^^ perpettiate Utie blood of her narne^ 
it.mcastoo muchr to expecl: tliat the 
Mcrifke whicii was to a^^rt the ap<^ 
flroiK;h^£the«leitj of oblivion should 
he ihe wel£»rie ^ her daughters* But 
the foosded her oondacten (imbitioon 
gnrntids, .smd ianvbiftioii 'ii& aocUstamed 
to trample on the del; of iKiture, in its 
mttyto the accomplisliiiieiit of its xA^ 
jfxt: ambitioQ shuts up the heart 
i^inst those sympathesl^c and kindred 
ftiBiifigs 'ifvfe^eh' unite and render nk 
itewrto^elioh ^ther; and ineulcatess 
tKclasirely, the dofctrrne of self^grati^ 
£ea«ion: ombitiwi aadjiride,. art twin 
JbiTOthers (and . caQnot, ^ be separated. 
ioiAy Montrevitte . vms . actuated, bj 
m ttiean^ pitifiii famtljr pride,.: winch 
ibrins invidious, distinctions in Ihe 
^ri'atand indivisiMe family of man^, 
4sad th>spridoffW*ees{a:tlif sAf vl^$s^ 
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with ambition* She wisked wttd \m^ 
bored to aggrandize her fiitnilj con- 
sequence ; what could ambition do 
more ? She sought for interest, power 
and popularity — could ambition hava 
bigher objects? She was willing «# 
murder the happiness of her ofispring: 
to trample on the duties of a mother; 
to forget all other ties, all other consi-^ 
iterations which tended to impede her 
views. — Could ambition be / mort 
ruthless, more insatiate, or more in« 
tent on the pursuit of its hopes ? Sho 
had no fault to find with Odonel Serlo; 
as far as external grace and el^anco 
extended, he was all that the eye 
could desire, or the heart could wish : 
he was brave, generous, accomplished^ 
genteel, and a warrior. All this wa« 
conceded by Lady Montreville : nay 
more, he was perfect in all acquire* 
ments which were necessary to fit a 
man for the most polidied society ; but 
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lie wanted hereditary worth ; his naii» 
was unconnected with any distin**" 
guishing epithet ; he was not the heir 
to a noble name : he was possessed of 
every merit which man could obtain,, 
bat he wanted fortune's adventitious 
gifts. .<< A fool with a title receives 
more homage from the indiscrimina-* 
tiiig world, than the wisest plebeian" 
~-Such was Lady Montreville's con* 
iriction, and she would rather have 
dispensed with every merit, every ac^ 
compiishment, every virtue, every 
principle,which ornaments humanity ;. 
than with that gaudy, empty, un- 
meaning, insignificant distinction — a 
titk ! Her ladyship's predilection foe 
this airy bubble^ this piece of nothing* 
ness which can neither be seen not 
lelt, was by no means singular : her 
ideas were in strict consonance with, 
those of her fellow-meteors, who dance 
fi>r an hour along the heav^u q£ ^v^^ 
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watcbed and wondered «t bjr* tbi 
gaping vulgar, and then give way to 
their equally flamy and equally traiiM 
inent successors. But it is this prid^ 
of birth which distinguishes these little 
great ones of the eairth: for, divMl 
them of their pompous ^ gait, tbeUt 
haughty arrogance^ their iqpdendid 
equipages, their magnificent retinUBl 
and all those appendages wfiieh gire 
consequence to greatness ; take ttwarf 
all these auxiliaries, which help to m* 
flate the pride of man, and aee what 
difference a title makes in his appeatVi^ 
ance. Does it protect him from Ofi<« 
lumhy, misfortune, sickneds, and 
death? Does it give hiln second 
youth, y enliven the winter of hi4 
days with sunbeams which shine in 
no other sphere } DM^ it smooth his 
nightly prllow, or give a zent tohia 
daily exercises ? Oh ! no ; it is at besi 
but nothing : like a will-with-a-wisp^ 



^alciildied 0^jt9;M(m^ to dS^tXk 
lind deeJBi^ ;^ wittiaut ^trbstance, wicif^ 
Wt irted^kie^; a l^ire,' a phantoixi^ 
a fogitite notiiing, a- moittentary 

■ But l.ad jr Juliet saw with otiver eyes; 
slic discovered the merits of the 
Grfonel immcfcHately ; and, what was 
lE^iH ■more, ishe discoVei'ed hi» attache- 
taent to herself^ and '^ih deterfifiined; 
let the coiiseqtience%ef What it vtiighty 
** 'give ^Hicoure^ltie^t. to bis inrit^ 
whioh was so perfectly agteeable t6 
fcer wishes. Serle read in Juliet's ej^ 
the conSict Which he had odeasioDed 
4tii'her bosrnii'by his early attentions, 
"and he augured a €sivokrable answer 
to his 9uit,which be determined topror- 
|>ose without delay.' , An opportuni^ 
speedily offered itself, ^ and while - Lan. 
dy' Moiitceville w&V' invading: >^ihh 
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£ari*8 dpartment hoar after hour, aii4 
hunting hinoi from park to garden^ and 
from chamber to chamber, to carrjr 
her bright plans into effect, the Colondl 
had managed his matters with well 
adroitness, that Lady Juliet had a>nr 
fessed her love tor him, and voired to 
be his and his only. Ithisdel was not 
long in ignorance of his friend's suCr 
ce6s,.and he resolved to seek the inter* 
Tiew he had previously shunned, and 
to endeavour to win over her ladyship 
to sanction th^ addresses of Serle. Wm 
accordingly continued to remain iii 
the house, and the second morning 
after their arrival at the Castle, when 
the j^ung ladies and the Colonel had 
proceeded to take an airing, his 
lure soon t ook effect, fer Lady Mon- 
treville no sooner understood that he 
was alone, than she hastened into the 
room, and drawing her chair close to 
his, exclaimed—-" Well, my tord, how 
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db you like the situation of IVtontro*- 
villa Castle ? 1 have heard men of the 
first taste admire the beautiful man* 
•er in which every part is laid out, so 
as to produce an enchanting whole ;- 
and I am anxious to have your lord*: 
ship's opinion. 
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^ And that, my hidy, is decisively^ 
on the same side:*' returned IthiisdeU 
^ for I never beheld a scene so exactly^ 
comporting with my ideas of beauty 
and perfection. I am indeed absoIute*^ 
fy delighted with the elysium into^ 
which I am transported/^ 

•* Well, my lord,"^ answered T.ady 
Montreville,**allthiswiltbeJuliet's,and 
tarely^hemay be esteemed a tit match 
fisr any one : for my part, 1 think there 
is not a more lovely domain in the 
kingdom: indeed, my lord, t think it 
90 deq^icable appendage to a fine girlv 
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suqh aB« you must allow; Juliet to W 
girl of sensibility too !^ 
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^' Indeed, my lady, you speaji. toei 
modestly of her worth/' replied the 
Earl, ^^ and as this is the subject on: 
which I wished to confer with you, h 
will embrace the opportunity. You 
may have perceived, that, in my. de- 
scription of Colonel Serle, I fall fae 
short of the truth : he is every thing* 
you can wish for or expect in a son-in:? 
law. And I perceive too, that.he hat 
a great partiality for Lady Juliet, andt 
I am much mistaken, if her sentimeatir 
ar^ not in unison with his, on this sub- 
sulyect. Now, if this afiectidn is mu- 
tual, 1 trust you will not raise any ifi^k^ 
pediment in the way of its happy ter-* 
mination : you honoufed iiije, by asking 
my advice respecting the future se^^f 
tlement of your lovely d aughters, aifcl 
I have now.given it witU a^U ,tU^ cu^i 
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dfifr' and sincerity of « ' If lend, ^-MB^ 
I hope that ycHi will see the mat* 
ter in the same light with myself^ 
The Colonel has some property, which 
t . will make very considerable ; and' 
he is treading the path of glory, with 
every prospect of obtaining a peerage 
und every other honor which a gratie? 
ful country can give. Take my w-ord 
ferit, my lady, he will one day eclipse 
all' his. enemies, and distance every 
fompptitor in the race after fame/' r 

-. ( ' ^ 4 

. . The disappointment of her lady^ip^ 
lU; the conrkmencement of this essay on 
the^part of the Earl, is not easy tp be 
described : :she had looked for a dei* 
clftration of his own passion, and she 
had only heard him pleading the 
cause of another. As he proceeded^ 
liowever, she became more calm, and 
listened with calmness, to what h« 
advanced ; and when he predicted th« 
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Coloners fortune, popolarity, and bai 
elevation to a peerage, she began t» 
think he was a handsomer youth than 
she had at first believed. It was evi- 
dent that' Ithisdel was not inclined to 
marry Juliet, and if there was nm 
possibility of obtaining that desirable 
object, why it might be as well to 
take the Coloners pretensions into 
more serious consideration.. But she 
was yet to be convinced that the Earl 
would not agree to her wishes ; and 
before this could be brought about, 
another trial must be adventured. The 
understanding, on this point, was not 
yet sufficiently clear, and she would 
not think of the Colonel while the 
least prospect remained of obtaining 
the Earl. The p<^ularity and fama 
oi the former were merely hypotheti- 
cal; those of the latter were obtained, 
and consequently certain. Here was 
a gr«nd distinction, and at all eventSf. 
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the hope of the better chence wai de» 
senring of another ^fibrt* 
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My lord/^ replied her ladyship^ 
I can no longer hesitate to speak m j 
wishes^ but I most first of all beg to 
propose a question, which I flatter my- 
self, your lordship will answer with- 
out- feeling any mixture of anger. 
Are you inclined to enter into the 
married state ^'^ 



lordship was somewhat discon* 
eerted by the question ; but, on recol- 
lection, considering it a most favour^ 
-able opportunity to put an end to 
Lady MontreviUe's hopes on this 
score, and to serve his friend, the 
Colonel, he replied — *' My lady, an 
afiair occurred just before my depar- 
ture from England, with which yom 
are, doubtless, acquainted : the object 
ff my afiectioos, at that moment^ stiU 
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«iiAam tfaemrand it ivotildr tfaterrefoi^, 
be absurd in ni6 to offer td another 
that heart which is not mine, and that 
iiarid iviiich is pledged to mj foriher 
^Te ; and which 9 1 hope, slie will sooh 
dse enabled to claitn. And ndw^ my 
lady, having answered your question 
thus plainly ; allow me to adc, in nvy 
turn ; and in the expectation of- an 
equally candid reply— ^Have youBuy 
objection to make against; Colcmel 
Serle ?" 
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- Lady Montreville, finding from . 
the Eari'« dectsiye .answer, that hei* 
iirst hope was gone, b^an to consider^ 
mbre calmly of the situation and pro»> 
|)ects of the Colonel. - He. was ^ha 
friena of the Earl 0f Ithisdel : that 
•was no slight distinction: it'WHBa 
^rassport to the beet societies: «in£ 
iwoald, probably, bav-e no slight inc. 
*fitiiettO€Ofi^is-futui^e promotion. .AH 
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litis gboA qualities sbe had ref^atedly 
oMnMlover ; and tbegniad deficiency 
t^sfitill L^re her eyes. Would that 
Im-bad' a title ! She should not hcBitatri^ 
fyfi^ jniodMnt » to the line of conduct 
sIm oirght to porsue. To be sure, tha 
Eftrl said he had n4» doubt that a 
parage'' would be the reward of hit 
gtlllnatry ; but this was such an in* 
deflnite es:p|;e8Bion ; it carried so much 
ef^ hope in it^ and «o little of <cen ainty; 
it might be in five, ten, twenty or 
thirty years, or it might not be at alU 
But 4ii1iet loved him; ^nd co she would 
ftny other persdn, rather than go with^ 
Out a hilsA)iiind : she could not see her# 
self what dreadful disgrace huog 0vse«r 
H; state <^ celibacy ^.that all tibe young 
ladies of -Ae present day were ready 
to (kint at the bare mention of it. Sha 
always thought " chaste as the icicle 
that bangs on Dian's lemple," was a 
very pretty idea, and carried such an 
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imstge of innocence with it^ that she 
wondered how people advanced into 
riper years, should ieel a dislike in 
having it applied to. them. It was^ 
indeed^ unaccountable, but it was 
only one amongst the oddities of the 
times: the gaod old actions of our 
forefathers seemed] to be entirely ex- 
ploded, and a new kind of behaviour 
had sprung up, which to say the best 
of it, was very indecorous and intole- 
rable. 

These and a variety of other di^nl- 
tory reflections rushed across the mind 
of Lady Montreville, and i^e was still 
sinking from thought to thought, 
without coming nearer to the point at 
which she aimed, but rather wander- 
ing still further from it, into the mazy 
labyrinth of unconstrained agitation, 
when she was suddenly rouzed from 
her rererie, and the chain of her medi- 
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tations broken, by the Earl inquiring 
-^^^ Well, my lady, have you not made 
up yoar mind yet on the subject ! I 
am waiting for your reply J 
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^* Really, my lord/' returned her 
ladyship, starting as if from a dream 
*— ^^ Did I not answer you : I ant 
ashamed; indeed I beg pardon; I 
was wandering from the subject ! Qh ! 
no; my lord, not at all : that is, yon^ 
my lord — really, I must beg a short 
indulgence, I have not exactly made 
up my mind. To be sure, my lord, 
your friend is handsome, and all 
that ; . but*->but — he has not got a 
family name ; nothing to confer dig^ 
ni ty on the family ; at least, if I un* 
^rstood you rightly : and this is my 
only objection, my lord ; it behoves 
me to do the best 1 can for those whom 
my poor Montreville left to my 
charge/' 
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^ The Colonel, my )i»4j?>'*:ai»w>W> 
td the Earl) ^^po^sesses that ndbiKty 
ipf disposition: and conduct >vhi€h ii^ 

titles can hegtow, suid .you msi^ r^jf 
on my words that a few years will see 
iitib ielevated gVelttlji! iii^ii^itary fank,. 
and in the honours, which jiis <i0^titr^ 
has Ihepoweeto bestow;. latdy iw- 
liet loves him ; 1 kii0w bhe does ; ^4 
lyOu will not^ I am s«j^, my Lady, iu^ 
terpose to prevent their happinesd. 
You will not marry your daughter tp 
degrade her, the name of Colonel Sesrl^^ 
jti already understood to combiBe «U: 
dlikat is noble and heroic, and his 
liaise will add dignity and lustre t^ 
^urs 






* ' My wish to oblige your }6rdship>V 
returned Lady Montreville, ^* almo^ 
conquers my reluctance to this court* 
i|hip. But how much more desirable 
M'OjLild it be if he could get a title .bo- 



Ibne vaarricigii. Your mflaence my 
ford might effect thb/' 

. The Earl proBiisfed to exert himself 
to procure a baronetcy as a reward 
^r.the Coioner^ great gaJlantrj* AK 
though he- Mras by b^ meafis pkaced 
%^ solicit from the. ministry thosf 
&\^ur3'of which theyoughtto ^hew oo 
#iggaYdlinegs, when vi^rit Bucb an 
Serje'ii caiiie ia their way : aad^ from 
4^is uaoment the Colonel's happiiaes^ 
.vas completed, aad the- ieterei^iag 
\jiAf thiliet bsmi»}i^ j»ll her i^^m 
jkfit she should be ^eowp^leKJl to leaA 
l^singtolife. 
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*: The Earf no^v began to thiiifc fi 
ipatnrnilig to London, to proseciiite hjs^ 
inqniries after Ladf» Morga#)a; for Ift 
Ibnnd it essential to hi« peac^ of pu«4 
diat he shouiii adopt every, i^ethod to 
^£scoyer h^ .^^Umt^A^ ^ V^^ 
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himself as to her present temper and 
disposition. Every day convinced 
him more and more, that his afTecdon 
for her had suffered no diminution 
from the interference of time and ab- 
sence ; but that, on the contrary, it 
had increased since his arrival in Eiig«> 
land most astonishingly. Would that 
he might find her to be such as he 
wished! then indeed the reward of 
his toils and danger would be rich 
indeed; a fertile harvest of joy re-, 
mained for him to reap : a proqieet 
stretched before his imagination un- 
bounded, unclouded, brilliant and 
serene as a summer's sky. She had 
xetired from the world, this looked 
well , but Whither had she departed ? 
The excess of anguish which must 
have been the effect of her crime, 
had, surely not driven her to any act 
«of desperation! No ; that was unlikely, 
or the tofgiie of rumour would speed- 
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ilj have spread the melancholy news« 
Every suggestion was at best but un- 
supported ; all that he knew of her 
was that she had secluded herself: 
^nd to gain further intelligence, he 
Msolved to expedite his departure 
from Montreville Castle, and accom- 
panied by Serle, to explore once more 
the mazy ronnd of fashionable life, 
vntil success should gratify, or dis- 
appointment cloud his hopes and ex- 
ertions, llaving thus resoWed, he 
imparted his determination to the 
Colonel, and they agreed to depart 
irom the Castle on the second morn- 
ing, in pursuit of the pbject which so 
^tirely engrossed his lordship's atten* 
tion ; after which the two friends re- 
tired to dress for dinner, as a party of 
the surrounding gentry was expected 
to honor the Castle with their compa^ 
iiy that day* 
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It was net without great Feluoiaocii 
that Serle could make iip his miad tD 
quit Mod trey ille Castle, th^ seat of 
his hopes and his happiness; but it 
%vas necessary, as well ou his opi^^n ac* 
count, as on that of his .be^eiwtor^ 
Ithisdel had promised to Uy his i^Brite 
before the membsr^ pf administration 

m 

and to solicit the reward of a b4|9on^(> 
cy, and it was, of course> Feq^isitp 
that he shoahl be pre^nt, in .Londoot 
to receive th^* meed of his heroism^ if 
iiis lordship's application sboiilfd be 
IMTOwned with tbe wis)ie4 for suoce^ 
Brides, his happiness was no-Jong^ 
iiypotbetical ; Lady MoBtreviU^ hsA 
given ber sonctjon to his ad^i^ifM^ 
.smd bewat weU' a9l»iirBd that jLady 
Juliet's heart was entirely • his owit 
Y^ iiotwithstandflag these convict 
ijieWf he fidt that there was sm agosy 
in separation, even for a short ti me,; af 
which he conld have formed no idea : 
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md, although he was not devoid of 
Hnbitipus views, although hewasibnd 
df the chace after the glor j of a name ; 
he would, at this moment, gladl j have 
relinquished the harrassing and devious 
pursuit, BJod have remained contented 
to sigh out his paiteion at the feet of 
hb adored and adoring mistress. Thus 
does this wily passion steal away the 
ardour. of the soldier; and make the 
hero reluctant to fly into danger. 
Serle, who would^ under other cir- 
camstances, have been the first in 
enterprize, the readiest to seek ** the 
bubble reputation," would now have 
forfeited the £inie he had obtained 
and h9ve become a* pining, lovesick 
boy* But Itbisdel, his tutelary ge« 
nius, was at hand to stimulate him to 
new exertions, to dispel the lethargic 
influence which almost overpowered 
him, and to teach him that there 
were duties, whicbrhe oved to himself 

T0L» UU P 
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"svd to Juliet to fulfil. Ttie Eail penr- 
'^ived that his intention to qnit 
Devonshire, was ilngiatifying to the 
Colonel, but he assumod an iqfqseap* 
ance oi careless inattention, and be« 
s^m to expatiate on the means whieh 
must be ^idppted for the obtainment 
. "^ their object. By degrees, the sub^ 
Ject fired Serle, and the appeal tif 
Ithisdel to bis feelings vi ambition 
soon dispersed all other consideratiaDs; 
and filled the joui^ soldier^t breast 
with the oontemplation^f the glittn*:* 
ing prize which was placed before 
'^nh and the possesion of which de* 
pended entirely on his own streott* 
ousnesB and exertions. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



As, the EaFl of Ithisdel had been ge- 
nerallj announced as one of the din 
ner partj, and as all were anxious for 
the honor of dining with such an illus- 
tious personage, the company began 
to arrive at an early hour, and Mon- 
treville Cai^le, before five o'clock, 
could boast within its walls the most, 

p2 
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splendid collection of rank, elegance 
and beauty, which the county could 
produce. Every one was desirous to 
obtain a seat near the bero ; every one 
strove to catch his eye, to gain a nod, 
or a smile ; and the young females of 
the party were solicitous to attach 
him to themselves. 

As the evening was delightfully 
pleasant, and Lady Montreville much 
wished to display the taste which per- 
vaded her gardens and park, she pro- 
posed a walk, to shew some of her 
most recent improvements; and the 
Earl found himself placed between 
two voluble daughters of Sir John 
Sedile, who appeared so flattered and 
inflated by some slight attentions 
which his lordship had paid to them, 
that they began to consider themselves 
as selected out of all the rest of the 
company to receive his distingaishhig 
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preferencei Anxious to retain * thi^^ 

faacied distinction, they proffered' 

their services to the Early who had/ 

still too. much of gallantry about hiiU' 

to sutler him to refuse their request ;. 

and his fair conductresses soon led him. 

away from tlie rest of the company ,, 

to look at a deliglitful cottage which.. 

lifted its fascinating head beneath a. 

neighbouring hill, ^^ for do you know,. 

my lord (said the elder girl) Lady 

Juliet has been amusing us most. 

wonderfully with, an account of an 

eccentric woman that resides in that. 

dwelling. She is never seen abroad^ 

y^t her name is in every one's mouth ;. 

and Mrs« Hillier is the subject of uni*- 

Tcrsal conversation. She is rich, for 

she keeps several servants, and gives . 

away a vast deal of money in old. 

fashioned charity ; and, I understand, 

she is so astonishingly liberal, that 

she does not mind paying a debt of a . 

F 3 
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Kundred pounds to relieve a poor fel- 
low wbo is going to be sent off to tbe 
coanty gaoi. I fancy she most baf« 
been a grievons sinner, and expects 
by ber benevolence to wipe off thd 
stain which is attached to her charac- 
ter ; and! should not at all wonder if 
she one day or .another, founds amo* 
liastery, or erects a church, or builds 
an alms house, or wme other such sn* 
perfluous benevolence, as it is ioiprp- 
periy called ; for my part, I think 
lightly of pec^le who make such a 
shew and such a fuss about these sort 
of things. There is some quotation 
which 1 have seen fro^ an old writer 
but I can't say his name, for I only' 
recollect hearing it in a sermon once 
— •*♦ Let not your right hand know 
what your left does,'' or something 
like that ; and I think it was very well 
said ; for then tbe world, could not 
£ad room for odiou% eom^^tvEAt^^aad 



Mch like. It is certainly a most 
beautiful plaice, anil I- think it is aK 
most a ^\ty that such an old, ugly 
thing should live in it, who has 
not the sense nor the spirit to enjoy 
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^'Then I suppose, madam, she in 
iome widow, who has thus retired 
from society,** replied the Earl, *' and 
prefers doing good acts secretly ta 
making a public shew, of grief and 
charity, which might be probably 
stigmatised as ostentatious. I. wonder 
too that she should entirely seclade 
herself, when she has such a favour*^ 
able oppottunity of cultivating a se** 
lect acquaintance; although, really^, 
from your description of her employ-^ 
ment, I should be rather inclined to 
judge favourably of her thanother-* 
wise. Has she lived long in thi» 
aoighbourhood; our was her. kusbandL^ 
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a resident in the cottage before sb« 
became a widow ?'* 

** Bless me, my lord, I did not say , 
she was a widow/' returned the «fe* 
male gossip : ^^ she may or she may 
not be so ; but 1 should'n't wonder if 
she is some poor old maid, ^disap- 
pointed in love : which I hope will 
never be my fate ; ha ! ha ! ha ! Poor 
soul she has pined awpy her beat 
years, perhaps, and now seeks to please 
herself by giving away her unneces- 
sary cash. She has resided here some 
years, 1 believe, but no one knows 
any thing about her except that she 
is Mrs. Hillier, and she goes about, 
(by night I suppose, for she is never 
seen abroad by any of the gentry) to ' 
the poor cottages, and gives the]ieople 
clothes, and money td buy bread, and 
coals, ^nd other things ; and the poor 
pcLOple, as is. natural, to supjpose, call 
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her an aikgel, and everj thing that's 
good, and that answers their purpose 
very well, for they get the more for 
being grateful : and they know their 
interest pretty well. Why Lady 
Juliet says she had a party of cottageili : 
at her house to dine to day, and no 
gentry could gain admittance: oh!. 
oa ^ she was aware that people of dis- 
cernment would soon penetrate the 
flimsy disguise of charity, and dis- 
cover her. r^al motives^ To 'dinner, . 
indeed! it is likely that she would, 
have the cattle there to hurt her cot- 
. tagie without, a . mative — ah ! . ah ! 
ah !" 

t 

** And does Lady JuHet join in cen- - 
suring the invitation of the cottagers?" 
— asked IthisdeK 

" Oh ! no, my lord," returned the* 

volatile and thoughtless gifl — *^ Cot 

F5 



106 

between your lord^ip and me, ahe it 
as old iasbioned in her notions and 
ideas as the woman herself. She saji, 
forsooth, that charity is a delightful 
employment, and brings its own sweet- 
reward : but I am of a different opi- . 
nion, and it always has been and erer 
will be my maxim, to follow my <>wn 
gratification in preference to that ef: 
any other person. I think it would 
be very unnatural if I did not; and- 
I don- 1 wish, not l,tobe thought better 
than I am/' 

The Earl felt inclined to give Ids 
talkative companion a severe check 
but politeness interfered and prevent- 
ed the rebuke, which truth and since- 
rity had prompted him to utter. He 
contented himself with pityinfi; her 
ignorance of real felicity and her 
want of principle, in silence; and af- 
ter a short pause, he Fpspondecl— 
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^^'realljr^ madam, this is a deliglrtfol 
sjpot ; and I cannot think meanly of 
any lady's taste who could select such; 
a paradise for her retreat/' 

At this moment, a crowd appeared 
coming out of the back part of the 
cottage, and as they seemed to bend 
their course towards the group, Ithis- 
dd proposed that they should stop 
add ask a few questions of the happy 
rsf^ics^ as to the entertainment they 
had met with, and the character of . 
their host. The ladies were easily ' 
iaddced to acquiesce in the proposal, 
for they declared that nothing could 
be a aiore charming variety than to 
have a little fun with the canmlie.: 
Scarcely had they determinied on the \ 
plan, when the foremost of the ratal 
tbrong came up to them, and as he 
was about to pass them; with a hum- 
ble salutation^ the Earl called to him 



108 

-^"Well, my friend, you seem irery 
happy : pray whnt is the meaning of t 
all this crowd which is' coming from 
the beautiful cottage yonder V 

Oh ! zur ! do'ant you know/' re- 
.plied tlie peasant, taking off his bat 
and stroking his hair, *^why it be^ 
madame Hiilier's birth-day, and zvtr, 
she determined that all us poor volk > 
should enjoy it as well as hurzelf, and 
she has geen us a vine piece of roasted 
beef, and a great zight of other good 
things; and as much drink ts ever 
we liked to have ; and 1 'ant had a 
pleasanter day never ztnce I married 
Betty my wife, and that's ibur*and- 
thirty years agone, your honor, I 
never was treated so well no where; vor 
madkm, hurzelf, corned to us every 
now and then to zee if we was all hap- 
py and well waited on. She is a 
main good creature, an angel, Tarn 
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Bpre, for she wall do any thing in her 
power Vor any body. I only wish all. 
the rich.gentlevolk would take pat- 
tern vrom hur, it would be better vor 
they, and better vor we, and things 
would go on altogether better/' 

The Earl was pleased with the ho- 
nest fellow's simplicity ; but the two 
ladies expressed in their looks, t^e 
nt'oiost indignation that a peasants; 
should thus make free with the sacred 
names of their betters, and were about 
to turn their backs rudely on the poor, 
peasant, with a contemptuous frown ; 
when Ithisdel resumed — ^Vls Mrs. 
HiUier an old woman, my friend ? 
She appears to be a very benevolent 
one, if one may judge from your ac- 
count of her.'' 

♦* Why, lord bless your honour," 
returned the man — ^^ you must be a 



worlds and the doctor was to be paid: 
so I advised her to go to madaoi, and 
she did go ; and madam geed her mo* 
my to put her old man in the ground 
decently, and to pay off the doctor's 
hij} ; and she kept her besides ever 
since, and she promised to keep her as 
long as she lives. Oh! she be an angeL 
zure enough: and when old Hodges 
could not pay his rent, and her lady- * 
ship's steward had sent baiiifTs to car- 
ry him off, madame paid every fiir- 
den of the money, and set the poor- 
farmer on his legs again. It is a bles- 
sing on us, my lord, to have such a la- 
dy among us ; 1 should have been . 
badly off if she had'h't helped me, 
and in the last hard winter,there wasn't 
a tjpersQn in the parish, that hadn't 
somewhat of her, some one, five and 
ten pound; sonie coals and clothes, and 
SODM! other things : every body came. 
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in for a share, that chose to tak^ 



it.'* 
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She IS indeed an examplary wo* 
man/' retprned Ithisdel ; '* if your 
account is/ true,' and must be a very 
Taluable acquisition to any place: and 
I iiope she will long remain here. It 
is not often that we meet with such 
benevolent beings, and we cannot too 
highly prize them wherever we may 
chance to find them. 1 hope, madam, 
(continued the Earl, turning towards 
his companion, who had been running 
down Mrs. Hiilier) you will feel in- 
clined to think more highly of this Ia« 
dy's character, now we have heard 
the matter rightly stated : I must con- 
fess that my opinion is decisively in 
her favour — and truly happy should 
1 be, did my stay in the country per* 
mit me to cultivate an acquaintance 
wkh such ^n amiable character/' 



tl4 

^ This tnao, my lord, is no doubt 
bribed by his interest to speak well 
of her/* replied the inereduloiis fe- 
male; '^bot I mast conftss tbatmy 
•pinion of her remains jost the same a» 
it wasbefore. I Urish I oould find Tuanm 
to alter it, for^ I am sore^ noone of my 
acquaintance erer called me onclia* 
ritabie and censorious. I like to pe* 
netrate, my lord, beneath the snrfilce^ 
before I am conyinced of the existenor 
of motives of an exalted nature. Hy<» 
jBOcrisy is very commcm ill tiicse dayst 
Ihem are numbers who assume the dis* 
guise of charity, from base and im<* . 
proper motives ; but I don't exactly 
say, ^urt Mrs. Hillier is olie of these; 
oh 1 no ; she may be eztremdiy good 
for any^thtng 1 know to the contrary^ 
^although I have he^rd it hinted that 
she has sometimes a male companion, 
wh0 helps to relieve the sameness of 
ber employment. God foifbid that I 
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should btcome k retailer of scantlal : i 
merely give it to yoa as 1 myself 
heard it, my lord. It may be a bro* 
tlier, you knoii ; or, who can tdjl, die 
may have a husband, who may be 
obliged to remain, fi>r the present* 
contented with o<M>asional iiBits, from 
private, and, no doubt, very prnd^l* 
tial motiTes.'^ 

*' Or there may be no peiMn at all,'* 
returned the Earl ; '* lor scandal fre- 
quently originates in nothing of great* 
er solidity than the heat ci a fervid 
imagination, of which it is the effer* 
vescence* I woold pledge mjrself Aat 
Mrs. Hillier is an exalted vpniian ; 
one who acts from prindple, and whose 
principles are the result of conviction. 
She may, have, and probably has, 
lived in high -life'»and has qiiiitted the ^ 
unenviable scene of light and irratio»«' 
al revelry, from a firm v«n\vaM^ii O. 
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its unsatisfactory nature and itsicor- 
Kupt tendency. She may have be- 
come a convert from motives of unim* ^ 
peachable purity ; and may now bo 
atoning for past levity, by exercises of 
benevolent humanity. It would be^ 
. happy, were many others of the fash-- 
ionable- world to imitate her example,, '^ 
and choose a path less slippery, and 
leading to a more bright and joyful 
temiination.'^ 

As he uttered this, the idea of Lady^ 
Morgana's levity, which had. led to« 
his desertion of her, flashed forcibly 
across the mind of Ithisdel^ and a 
deep «gh feurst from his bosom which 
was agonized by the reflection. He, 
might have been happy, and she 
might have beea virtuous, but for this 
^ £i^bionable» aieaomplishinent, levity of 
manners. But, alas! now he was des« 
lined to wander through the world, 
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angraftified, by the gifts of fortune^ 
unsatisfied by honors ; while she was 
perhaps the victim of guilt and mi- 
'sery ; profligate, forsaken% unfriended^ 
j^et he was the cause of this wretched- 
-aess ; he had lured her from the path 
*of uprightness, and virtue; he had 
destroyed her peace of mind; and 
^ewed in her breast the seeds of future 
woe. His crime was then greater 
than her's, and he ought to seek to 
«aake the only recompence in his 
power. Would that he might find 
;faer such as he could wish! 

Miss Sedile had marked the a^b- 
^traction of the Earl ; but, ignora^nt 
<tf its real cause, she attributed it to 
soiQe motive altogether foreign to the 
subject of conversation. She had dis* 
covered, however, froBi his lordship's 
conversation, that bis sentiments res- 
pscting Mn. HiUier, was diamettvc^^ 
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opposite to her owo ; and, as her ob« 
Ject was to keep oo good terms with 
the Earl, in order that he might still 
shew her the prefermoe which her ya- 
nity told her he had ahneadj evinced 
towards her, she deemed it most pri^ 
dent to become an apparent conrert to 
his principles and ideas, in order that 
her character aught not suffer in his 
estimation, from any ill-timed obsti- 
nacy. After rerolTing m her mind, 
therefore, what reply would best suit 
her purpose, she eompletdy called the 
Earl from his reyerie, by exclaiming 
— ^^ Why really, my lord, on second 
thoughts, I b^in to think thera may 
be more benevolence in this Mrs. Uil- 
Ber than I at first itnif;iaed ; for what 
poadbk motive could induce her thus 
to give away her prc^rty to pnHnote 
the comfort <tf the poor, except a veiy 
proper and laudable one. She must 
be a good woman, anA those whohavf 
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insinuated any thing againrt her mwt 
he wicked.^* 

^*I am traly happy, madam/^ 
•answered the Earl, ** to find yon so 
ready to do justice to a character^, 
which appears to me so truly merito- 
rious. If we may, ii^eed, form, a 
judgment from what we have heardi 
we need not hei^tate te pronounce 
Mrs. Hillier. a being 9i the mos^ ex« 
alted class ;4ror her charitable- acts eiX* 
oeed any that 1 have beard of« But 
/eome, madan, let lis retutn to out 
friends ; and, perhapiss from some of 
theiii, we may be abfe ta oaHe^t some 
farther particularly respiting :thts 
lady ; and our long absenfce ,will ; m» 
quire some apology of » BMt^ 4b0m 
oidinary nature/^ 
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castle; Ithisdel pondering on the 
charity of Mrs. Hillier, and then con- 
trasting her conduct with the fashion- 
able frivolity of Lady Morgnna. But 
a little reflection su(>plied him with a 
reason for this difference. Mrs. Hillier 
had been described to him as an old 
maid, ugly and time-worn ; on the 
contra^y, Lady Morgana was yoting, 
sanguine, habituated to no scenes of 
charity, but bred up in a school of 
yice ; she had not thought enough to 
act from principle, and she had not 
been in situations where she might 
learn experience. • All these eonside* 
sations extenuated her criminal con- 
dcfrct, and his lot*dship, ultimately, be*- 
gan to conoder that he Had not acted 
altogether, as he ought to have done^ 
It was true, she had fallen from the 
high pinnacle of virtue ; but by whose 
arts did s^e fall ? Who inveigled her 
into themarft^ Who led her out^ 
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tlie path of rectitude, and abused the 
implicit confidence she placed in him 
bj plunging her into the abyss of 
guilt ? It was himself; and yet he had 
deserted hei^ for this oifence, and this 
only. It was incorrect ; it was un- 
manly ; it was villanous to act thus 
towards the object of his affection, 
and whatever might be the consequen- 
ces of his desertion, he, and he alone 
was responsible for them in th^ eyes of 
heaven. It was a weighty responsibi- 
lity, and he felt it press heavily on his 
spirits. He would have given much 
that the thought had not obtruded 
itself upon him ; it was a fertile source 
of misery ; and he could not enjoy 
peace of mind while it remained un« 
banished from his breast. 

Thus did Ithisdel torture himself 
with apprehensions, while his unusual 
taciturnity, excited in a powerful de 

VC&. Ill o 



122 

gree, the curiosity of the Miss Sedile's, 
and as the elder had never been ac- 
customed to restrain her feelings, or 
expressions, she exclaimed — " Dear 
me, my lord, you seem monstrously 
dull ; you that are used to be so 
lively : 1 hope nothing unpleasant has 
occurred ; no indisposition ; or, per* 
haps, the insolent conduct of the 
peasant has disconcerted your lord- 
ship, hideed, it is intolerable that 
vulgar fellows should take such liber- 
ties with their superiors. 1 protest 
there ought to be a law made, to 
punish such outrage;^ on the feelings 
of persons of quality. I declare the 
thought of such crc^atures is too much 
for my delicate nerves ; i wish, ibr 
my part, that we had nevtir seen him; 
lor I shall not forget his ugly, un- 
meaning countenance for a month to 
come.'* 



1^3 

1 

"True, madam, we are all crea- 
res, aud fellow creatures too ;*' re- 
rned the Earl ; " and the man may 
ve formed as unfavourable opinion 
us as we have of him ; for he has the 
ne right to judge and determine. I 
ist confess, however, although it is 
th regret that I differ from jou, 
Eit I admired the man's indepen^ 
n'ceof manner and action ; his con- 
ct excited more of admiration in 
T bosom, than of contempt, anger, 
hatred ; and 1 should feel happy in 
idering such a man a service. As 
% law to regulate the measure of 
It submission which man ought to 
Y to man, I think it would be aho- 
ther monstrous: and I should be 
) iirsit to oppose such a glaring in* 
ction of the rights of human na- 
re. 

" Really, my lord," returned M\%% 
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Sedile, bowing in a complimentary 
manner, " you are as perfectly unique 
in your sentiments, as in your valoor 
and talents. I wish I could live near 
you, that I might learn a little of that 
amiable philanthrophy, which acts ai 
a charming set-off to your heroism? 
and which, 1 think, would be highly 
becoming in me. And so, then, 
you did not really think the man's 
behaviour so very monstrous ! Well, 
it is very likely 1 may be mistaken ; 
niy judgment is no more infallihle 
than that of another person's! I 
might be blind to the merits of his 
conversation, for I was only think- 
ing of the tenor of it. But, after all, 
if he did say any thing disrespectful, 
it is very excusable, for I am cer- 
tain he had been drinking too much 
and forgot whose presence he was 
in. Such things will occur now 
and then ; and, instead of hoping for a 
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Jaw to prevent vulgar insolence, I 
will only wish that the rabble may 
have a little more judgment to direct 
them in the use of their tongues." 

The Earl made but little reply to 
these remarks ; and in a few minutes 
the three wanderers regained their 
companions, who were on the point 
of setting forward in quest of them ; 
and, as the shades of evening began to 
diffuse a dimness over the prospect, 
the party returned to the castle, where 
thosq who had determined to reach 
their homes that night took their leave; 
and the residue, amongst which were 
the Miss Sediles, sat down to form a 
party at the card table. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



The, fancied preference which Ithis- 
del had discovered towards the Misses 
SediJe had probably no small weight 
in influencing the determination of 
those young ladies to accept of the 
invitation of Lady Montreville, and 
make the castle their residence for the 
Tieek. The Earl's character was so 
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popular and his merits so conspicuous, 
that, notwithstanding his personal de- 
fects^ theelder of these intriguing la- 
dieSjWas not, by any mean^ , indisposed 
to make an attack upon his atfeclioixs. 
She knew nothing of any pre-engage- 
ment which could alford an obstacle 
to her wishes, and she was too much 
bent upon theobtainment of her ob- 
ject, to suffer the dissuasions of her 
sister to produce any change in her 
plans. There, was, however, an evi- 
dent clashing of dispositions, and Miss 
Sedile was well aware that her success 
hinged entirely on the dexterity with 
which she could conceal her real sen- 
timents, and adopt those of the Earl. 
She was not, in the least, diffident of 
her own powers, and she resolved to 
call them all into action, to enable her 
to play the part of the dissembler to 
perfection. She was possessed of a 
good fortune, and Sir John, her father, 
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was well known as a jovial companiotit 
in every Bacchanalian circle in th# 
gayer part oi' the metropolis: her 
looking glass, likewise, convinced her; 
that her face and figure were such aft 
few men of taste in female perfection 
would pass hy^ without offering the 
tribute of admiration, and if her ad- 
mirers spoke the truth, her disposition 
and mental accomplishments were of 
the first rank, and shone conspicuously 
in her manners and conversation. 
What objection, then, could the Earl 
make to her? She could see none; 
her busy fancy could suggest none i 
and if she could play off the artillery 
of her eyes with half its usual effect^ 
this heit)ic conqueror must shortly, io 
his turn, bow before her power, and 
be ranked amongst her slaves. The 
idea was transporting; and she resolved 
to make the invitation of Lady M on- 
treville subservient to her views. But 
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fbere was a difficulty and delicacy in ' 
Opening the campaign which would 
require some management, since the 
most trifling deviation from propriety, 
at the outset, might for ever mar her 
hopes of success. His lordship ap« 
peared strenuously to advocate the 
cause of Mrs. Hiilier, and she flattered 
herself that a pretended conversion to his 
opinion on this subject would be more 
beneficial to her project than any other 
measure which had suggested itself to 
her mind : the tax was by no means 
burdensome ; it was as eas^ to speak 
well as ill of the mysterious stranger : 
to be sure, it was scarcely so agreeable 
for it was monstrous to be continually 
bored with the praises which every 
body bestowed upon her, and there 
was a real pleasure in combating the 
g;eneral sentiment ; but she would con- 
sent to relinquish this delight — to give 
up her independence of opinion, and 
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to glide down the current of popular 
approbation without resistance ; so 
that her efforts to gain the affections 
of Ithisdel might be ultimately crown- 
ed with the desired success. Ambi- 
tion, not love, was the source of thi* 
resolution : the Earl was a nian of 
eminence, a popular character, aheroc 
the favourite of his king and his coun- 
try ; courted, admired, loved, and fol-^ 
lowed : and to be looked upon as his 
partner, his companion, his countess, 
was a distinction which few would not 
covet. Her routes would be the most 
splendid that could be imagined; 
her favour would be an object of con- 
tention, and her acquaintance^ of so- 
licitude, thiough all ranks; in brief, 
she should be counted the happiest, 
the most fortunate, the most illus- 
trious, and the most attractive woman 
in creation. What an enviable lot 1 
the joyful anticipation proved a new 
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Stimulus to her hopes and her exeV^^' 
tions. 

Miss Sedile appeared at the break- 
fast«>table on tlie following morning, 
arrajedin all the charms of borrowed 
beauty : her cheeks blushing beneath 
their weight of rouge, and her eyes 
beaming with the most languishing 
expression, as, ever and anon, they 
were rivetted on the gallant object of 
her artifices. But her labored ab- 
straction, her sudden starts, her con- 
tinued sighs, and her affected disor- 
der, when his lordship turned his ey(?s 
towards her, were equally lost on the 
insensible Ithisdel, who, after a night 
of unc Asiness and anguish, occasioned 
by the obtrusive recollection of Lady 
Morgana, had not yet sufficiently re- 
covered himself to direct his attention 
to his fair assailant. But to the scru- 
tinizing eye of Lady Montreville, the 
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designs of Miss Sedile were more eri- 
deiit ; and the jealous imaginatioa of 
her ladyship immediately anticipated 
the triumph of her young visitor over 
that illustrious heart, on which the 
heiress of Montreville had essayed her 
charms without effect. Such an idea 
could not be entertained without eino* 
tion, and she determined, accordingly, 
that her second daughter, Amelia, 
should stand forward, under her gui- 
dance, to create a new obstruction to 
the designs of Miss Sedile, who, in 
her estimation, was nothing better 
than the offspring of a vulgar com- 
moner, without the least claim to 
faishionable distinction^ except his 
proficiency in the character of a bon^ 
vivant. 

*' My lord,'' asked Miss Sedile, 
assuming a languishing air, *' are yoa 
disposed to renew the delightful walk 
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urc took yesterday, towards the bean- 
tiful cottage, the seat of benevolence 
and humanity ? Indeed, I should feel 
much gratified, in taking a nearer 
survey of so fascinating a scene/' 

** With all my heart, madam,'' re- 
lumed the Farl, who knew not how to 
excuse himself, without an appearance 
of rudeness — ^* but you must pro- 
mise me, as an indispensible prelimi- 
nary to be less censorioui in your 
remarks than you were yesterday. The 
resident of the cottage has certainly, 
in our present imperfect state of infor- 
mation, a much juster claim taour 
praise than our condemnation ; and it 
will be time enough to depreciate her 
character, when some discovery of 
her deiiciency in point of worth shall . 
warrant the variation of sentiment. 
The god-like offices of benevolence 
and universal love, are not debased by 
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an association with liunfianity, tbeir 
nature retains its original perfection, 
and man is exalted to a level with an- 
gels by his close and uniform adhe- 
rence to their principles and practices. 
Excuse me, madam, -if in the warmth 
of my feelings, I have given too mdch 
energy to sentiments, which are dis- 
countenanced, and have grown obso- 
lete in the present state of refined ci- 
vilization ; and which are only allow- 
ed to retain their influence on those 
minds which are too independent to 
submit to the slavish and absurd laws 
with which fashion has attempted to 
fetter the judgment, and confine the 
opinions of the elevated classes of so- 
ciety. I will accompany you» when 
you have ratified the condition.'' 

^^ Which I do most cordially, at this 
moment/' answered Miss Sedile, lay- 
ing her hand on his lordship's arm ; 
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^' nor do I blush to confess myself an 
entire convert to principles and senti-- 
ments of such an exalted nature. In- 
deed, my lord, 1 regret most sincerely 
that, in a thoughtless moment, and* 
before 1 had at all weighed the subject, 
I should have uttered an opinion dis« 
respectful to iMrs. Hillier; whose 
conduct, in the estimation of every 
unprejudiced person, must be consi- 
dered as surpassing all praise, and as 
entitling her to the gratitude of the 
human species. Vour sensible, your 
unanswerable arguments, my lord, 
have opened my eyes to the truth ; 
and the conversion has produced a 
pleasure of the most soHd nature ; ex* 
ceeding the false gratification which 
1 had been accustomed to deduce from 
my critical disposition, as much as the 
blaze of the sun in his meridian splen- 
dour, surpasses the dim light of an ex- 
piring lamp at the dawn of the morn- 
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ing. To you, my lord, I am indebted 
£[>r this increase of felicity, and was it 
for this alone, I should never cease to 
rejoiee at the happy opportunity 
which first introduced me to the so- 
ciety of the benevolent, the enlighten- 
ed earl oi Ithisdel/^ 

For some moments after this labor* 
ed effusion of dissimulation, the Earl 
was at a loss to discover whether Miss 
Sedile was really sincere in her senti- 
ments, or whether they were merely* 
assumed as the cloak of some motivei 
which he had yet to explore. The 
sudden change of opinion, like all 
other momentary variations, appeared 
to him exceedingly suspicious ; yet she 
would not have elicited such expres- 
sions, she would not have exposed her- 
self to the laughs and derision of her 
fashionable acquaintance, she would 
not have made this public expositiom 
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ef her new views and dispomtion, had 
she not been influenced by some de« 
signs of an important nature, and in 
which he WAS implicated. He resolved, 
therefore;, to mark her conduct nar- 
rowly, aad so to act in his own con^ 
versation, as to frustrate in their in- 
fancy, any views which Miss Sedile 
might betray, and which could at all 
afiect his interest or happiness. This 
was not the moment, however, to be* 
tray Ihs suspicions; he, therefore, 
bowed his head, and with a smile of 
approbation prepared to accompany 
the fair intriguer, who was not alrttle 
mortified by the addition of Lady 
Amelia to her party, who, to the great 
joy of tlie Earl, was directed by I^y 
Montreville, to shew her friends a 
nearer path through the shrubbery, 
than that by which they had wander- 
ed the preceding evening. 



138 

For some time they kept on their 
way, in silence, the Earl wondering at 
Miss Sedile's unusual taciturnity, and 
she in momentary expectation of hear- . 
ing from his lordship a renewal of his 
sentiments respecting Mrs. Hillier and 
her avocations. They had, however, 
reached the shrubbery-gate, before a 
word broke on the still serenity of the 
scene, when the anxious fair one, no 
longer able to endure this restraint 
upon her oratorical powers, interrupt- 
ed the silence, by exclaiming — '*^ Bless 
me my lord ; well, I protest, I never 
saw a ' more beautiful morning ; it is 
sufficient to inspire the most insensible 
heart with philanthropic ideas ! How 
beautiful appear the sun-beams rest- 
ing on the walls of the cottage, re- 
miniling one of the smile with which 
Heaven rewards the labours of the be- 
nevolent ! How much more delightful 
it is thus to wander amidst the vary- 
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ing beauties of nature, to mark the 
skill of the great architect in the sab« 
limity and proportion of the archi- 
tecture of the world, than sit within 
doors, moping OTer the dryness of un- 
interesting conversation, or defaming 
the characters of those who soar equals 
\y bejoqd our sight and our imitation! 
How grand, how charming appears 
the amphitheatre of hills which bounds 
the distant prospect, and lifts its sum- 
mit to the skj ? I declare I feel quite 
exhilarated; inspired as it were^with 
the beautiful variety and the heart- 
soothing serenity of the scene/* 

" It is indeed, madaiii, a scene of 
beauty,'' returned Ithisdel, " and, I 
doubt not, Lady Amelia participates 
in your sentiments respecting it. In 
fact, the inviting beauties of this 
neighbourhood are such, that I could 
willingly linger out my days in the 
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enchanted spot,secluded from the busy 
haunts of man, ^' the world forgetting: 
by the world forgot \' and the pfox« 
imity of such an interesting character 
as Mrs. Hillier would tend, in. no 
small degree, to add new charms to 
the retirement. The acquaintance of 
such a woman, must be a most desira- 
ble object, and I only regret that she 
had not fixed her residence as near to 
Hilvernon-Hall, as she has done to the 
Castle of the Montreville's/* 

' ^' She miist have been well aware, 
my lord,'' replied Miss Sedile,^^ that 
where the sun of Ithisdel shed its, 
cheering radiance the clouds of misery 
and poverty could not exist. Yet the 
more I hear of your lordship's gene» 
rous sentiments, the more do 1 admire 
them : I could gladly form the third 
of the trio, where your lordship and 
Mrs. Hillier filled the other charac-^ 
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ters ; nor should I ever regret for a 
iBument the splendid haunts of mi- 
sery ', th^ glittering domes which con- 
ceal wretchedness. -* I court no ho- 
nors, my lord, out those of a virtu- 
ous and a benevolent name f I covet 
no felicity but that which springs 
from the exercise of those duties 
which render the inhabitants of yon- 
der cot, at once the theme of universal 
panegyric and universal envy. I ac- 
count her lot far more happy than 
that of all the fashionable circles ; I 
behold in her example the union of all 
those good qualities which confer the 
most permanent joy on their posses- 
sor, and the greatest of benefits on the 
human race. But, my lord, you seem 
to be plunged into profound thought ; 
I do not recollect to have seen such a 
gravity on y^ur countenance be- 
fore." 
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Miss Sedile'ft remark was correct : 
Ithisdel had indeed lapsed into a re- 
verie ; and was completely lost in the 
contemplation of |^e character of her 
who was addressinjlfliim. H« had 
seldom "seen such an incongruity of 
sentiment in so short a period : yester- 
day she had been a gossip, fond of 
scandal, the first to join in an un- 
charitable decision as to the purity and 
propriety of Mrs. liillier's motives, 
full of venomous spite, and anxious to 
poison a meritorious reputation: to 
day she was a moralist, a. lover of vir- 
tue, benevolent and fond of charity, 
eager to vindicate the character she 
had previously run down, a hater of 
slander, with a heart overflowing with 
the milk of human kindness. The 
more he considered this strange altera- 
tion, and contrasted it with the report 
he had heard of Miss Sedile's natural 
disposition, the more washe^jonvinced 
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that he ought to be <in his guard 
against arij improper motives. He 
had heard the whole of her exclama- 
tion, aqd, as soon: as he could shake 
off tlie seriousness which overshadow- 
ed his countenance, he replied — "Yes, 
madain, my mind was occupied on a 
subject which deeply interests myself, 
and I have to apologize for my rude- 
ness in paying so little attention to 
your remarks. If goodness and hap- 
piness are allied, Mrs. Hillier must in- 
deed be a happy woman ; since her 
whole study appears to be the reduc- 
tion of the most celestial theory of be- 
nevolence to practice : the reward 
accompanies the actions, and the ap- 
proval of her own heart must impart 
a felicity which you and 1 have yet 
to experience/* 

This reply by no means tended to 
restore Miss Sedile's good humour^ 
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which had been gradually diminish* 
ing fronf the moment she had per- 
ceived his lordship's inattention. She 
wsts piqued that he had not noticed 
her hint respecting the happiness she 
should experience in passing her life 
with Mrs. Hillier and himself^ and 
she was further nettled by his conclu* 
ding sentiment, in which he stated, di- 
rectly and decisively, that she had 
never known the approval of her own 
heart. Either he must have a very 
mean opinion of her good qualities, or 
he must be a strange, incomprehensi- 
ble mortal, and she chose rather to 
think him the latteV, than to admit 
the idea that she was herself deficient 
in any of her duties. She had ex- 
pected that he would, at least, have 
embraced the opportunity which she 
had thrown out to him, and have burst 
forth into an exclamation of transport 
at the idea of having two such desira- 
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ble characters for the companions of 
his future days ; and if a jealous sug- 
gestion had fleeted for a moment across 
her mind, she had quickly consoled 
herself with the assurance that Mrs. 
Hillier was an old woman and could 
not pretend to rival her in the love of 
Uhtsdel. But now she scarcely knew 
Wsh^t.to think ; he spoke so highly of 
this Mrs. HiUier^ that she absolutely 
began to hate the woman ; he had 
praisedsthis unknown, this mysterious 
person too, and at her expence. ' To 
say the. least of this, it was: unpolite ; 
and indeed, it seemed -to ai^ue that h6 
had a greater esteem for Mrs. Hillier 
than herself. This wonld be mons- 
trous, truly ; yet it might no t be so : 
the Earl, who was certainly an odd 
man, might haVe adopted this method 
to make her imitate the charitable 
cottager, in order that she might be- 
come more estiniable in his view ; but 
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Ilis manner of expressing kimadlf ynd 
so carious, that she was left ta dra# 
her own inferences ae she pleased, ^ 
vourableor on^yo»rable to liim, and 
this shewed an indifference on hii 
lordship's part^ which was by no means 
flattering to her vanity or her hopes^ 
Bat it wonld be prudent to conceal 
lier vexation, since her obvious poliey 
pointed <o coaciliaticm rather th»Ei tk* 
contrary behaviotir. She Ibereferi 
answered-^^ True, my lord, I regret 
that my better principles have hitherif 
been clouded by the mists (rf. frskion* 
able prejudice ; but they ai^ now di9» 
persed, and Llodi forward witb ($on« 
fidence io act so as to insure lo mf* 
self this bright reward* But you, mf 
lord, must have frequently tasted it: 
you, of whom your country speaks in 
such rapturous terms of gratitude { 
you must have known tlie benisjoiif 
fully and frequentlj -, although youf 
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nodestjr tempts you to conceal it. 
Oh ! that it were mj happy lot to 
tfpend my days with a man of your 
lordship's noble stamp ; one equally 
illustrious, the counterpart of yourself 
in feeUpg and in conduct/' 

Af she said this, Miss Sedile hid her 
blushes beneath her fan ; Ladj Amelia 
rtared wildly with, astonishment, 
while Ithisdel, who had prepared him^ 
Mdf for siich a sally as this, felt no he* 
ntation in answering — ^' Madam, I 
trust you will meet with a partner 
lomewhat different to the one yoii 
have described : else would you have 
one a prey to a baleful retrospect of 
past vices ; without a heart to return 
ybnr affection : a victim of despon- 
dency and hopeless love* Amidst all 
those deeds to which my country has 
attached such an excess of import- 
ance, I have vainly sought for hap- 
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piness, for my felicity was ilnforta« 
nately placed on an object who, by 
her o^n imprudence and my rashnesSy 
is for ever *reft from me. Yet her 
image is ever near me, and mi hoot 
is free ifrom the reflection of nrhat I 
might have been, had we both acted 
with propriety. Thus, madam, 
though envied, you will perceive that 
my situation is not enviable : although 
loaded with honours and with fame, 
distinguished by the elevated and the 
illustrious of society ; I am wretched, 
unsatisfied, alone and a wanderer; 
continually in search of peace, but 
doomed to pursue the chace inces* 
santly without once gaining sight of 
my object. Can such then, madam, 
be the picture of one to whom you 
w:ou]d delegate your happiness ; and 
who should be the guide of your youth, 
and the consoler of your riper years; 
to whom you would look with confi- 
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dence for affection, for direction, for 
d^ence, for a sharer in prosperity,. 
tnd a pillow in sickness?" 

•* Did I hear aright ?*' sighed the 
disappointed fair one — ^^ Is it possible; 
that this is the language of the gallant 
Earl of Ithisdel ? Is he miserable, for- 
Icfrn, a wanderer, without a heart, 
ieiirching in Vain for happiness? Then 
I am indeed disappointed and unhap« 
py ! Oh ! 1 feel a sudden sickness at 
my heart; your arm, Lady Amelia: 
support me, my dear friend, it is «nly 
a momentary indisposition ; but it is 
Tery severe. A few minutes, and I 
eball be able to walk back to the 
"Cdstle. ** 

> Ithisdel percmred, with joy, that 
his design had taken effect, and thaft 
be had not mistaken the views of Miss 
Sedile. He rejoiced also, that he had 
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tfi^H chf^JjLe^ the s^bsurd and nQfonii^* 
ed passion of tbe fa\x one befi>r0 it had 
led to anj exc^s^s, or before it hod 
gained a degree of maturity which 
wpuld have render^ its eradication 
inatter of greater difliculty iitid iio«> 
certainty. )le agisted to recover 
Miss Sedile, which was only th^ work 
^f a inoment, forth^ yoiiiigIfidy,j:iMllt 
}ng all her natural prid^ to her fudi 
speedily recalled her scattered ^ons^ 
find, refusing the offered support; of 
his lordship, walked awOY ^ ith i^ digr 
pified gait. 

Lady MontreTille perc.eived, fioni 
^^ altered ^ppe^mAce ef JVlis^ Sodile, 
that some circumstance had tvkff^ 
place which had severely disconcerted 
^er^ and #he accordingly followed 
jLady A^^^l^^ tp her apartment, 9q4 
there learned the whole nature pf the 
occurrence, which M grieved her 
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yjtttor • ' SemreAf coidd *her ia^tliipr 
fWli^adi4fae tiiamph i>f her iteart oil 
hearing of the discomfitore of Mm 
Sedile's designs, although it would 
haip^. ^gratified ter inach more» had 
the eitot: bei» brongfat abMtt in tha 
WAj' she had prelected; and Lady 
Amelia had foirad her way to the af& 
jcoticHBs . o£ ik» gallant Itbisdel, At 
tfaiB,' however, could tiot be accom* 
fKfihsdt Ae cantented herself with 
lhe:eoDsplatioh ' thait the pr^oocupa* 
tbn of his IcH-dihip's heart, Vhile ft 

peoved fatal lb her desi^iSt p^BMiiteA 
a har * eqiudly insttperable te the «t«- 
tacks of any^ther jfeuiides who tmght 
entertain the wish to win the con^jnennr 
to their hrms ; and since the Earl had 
confiMMd his inability to make m 
soitable return to matrimoiiial orer^ 
tttitai she ^termined to remain con*- 
tented with the lessdistingiiiiliiog,an4' 
certainly vuot eontemptible honor of • 

h4 
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of Hj[kj person who was honored mt}^ 
his notice, nor did she brieve that 
there was any woman in existence 
who could boast of his love. It was 
nothing but a mere pretext to get ri4 
qf her ; and she considered herself de^ 
serving of better treatment. She ha^ 
numerous admirers, who were na^ 
backward in giving her credit for all 
her merits : and the Earl certainly as* 
sumed to himself rather too much 
consequence^ when he presumed t^ 
treat her so disrespectfully. He was 
himself but a mushroom noble, wh9 
had sprung up beneath the cherishing 
warmth of popular applausei an4 
iiiight, probably, soon return to hif 
prigioal obscurity. What &mily 
f ould he boast ? His father was % 
tradesman, and the Earl himself evir 
dently retained vulgar and unfashicMii? 
able notions, which had, long sin.cf^ 

Vecin scoute4 i^ good society t ^f^ck 
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a ,mi|i|i;,{ t|iep wag jM; worth gmfrng 
f£ker ^f since skekMV9 mmyiW^\t§^ 
fOjpieriar to the Earl in evi^ thipglmt 
bis title^who would esteem 1^€«(^lrf«i 
most b^py if 9)ie wQi;^ biit isof - 
desceiid to bless them yf\th '. ^ ff^Mf* 

isserv^. hm^^¥or^^ ,^ne^^^ 

well hm. tQ^ a^ieciate thj$vf v^.^fid 
wouldvot {M^mjt Jtver>^,mj»l(e.a ^m4^ 
o£^ her affections. 

Thus did Miss Sedile endeavour tj|| 
compose herself into a state of con- 
tentedness ; but the presence of the 
Earl continually operatea to counter- 
act her exertions, and, finding, at 
length, the impossibility of regain- 
ing her spirits sufficiently while ex- 
posed to the annoyance of his com* 
pany, she formed a resolution tp quit 
Montreville Castle immediately, al- 
though the term of her visit was un- 
expired, and to a^, amongst her old 
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""liters, that consolsitipn trhiijb^' 'sbe 
'j^euld tkot obtain from the Earl. 'She 
''#fis. h6i lon]^' in carrying her deter* 
^'fhihatioii in t6 effect , and, onlhe fol- 
lowing niorhthg, to the great joy of 
Lfidy Montretille, she departed from 
the Castle, with faeti^iiter, -dtid left 
^ber ' ladyi^hip with * no' 'otfiA- yiHifdrs 
Ihan Ithisdel and ColoArtel SisJrle, the 
^lesftined hosbahd of Xkdj^i JttKet. 
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TivB Tedprecal affection «# Cotootf 
Serle and Lady J^lfot grew • Mronger 
%iiljry Md the discovery: 4f sonle new 
pecltotioii rivetted them* to each 
"etkev by bonds of tbe most indissolui- 
"^fe njEiture^ • Lady Montreriiile^ alsoi 
^bose pride Ikad suffered severely ftom 
the ' fMeiit ^ disappeuitaient ' of her 
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plans, had begun to view her intended 
son-in-law with more than her usual 
complacency ; and, as he spared no 
effort to impn>re her good opmicof 
him, he soon be^^ame an established 
fiEtvourite. Juliet felt her happiness 
not a little augmented by the dis** 
covery of her mother's partiality, and 
began tp: anlicjpii:^ ^ JQy$ of tha 
future with more confidence than she 
had been accustomed to feel. She 
looked forward to no distinguishing 
titles, no splendid equipage, no expen* 
sive establishments ; she beheld iu 
perspective no crowded routes, no 

iuduMiaUe :tcted fterti^ fi^ .bomvp 
of, Battemrsi hfir|MtMp«tt4 mei^ l^p 
iteTaiMibtttii9ore.j[dbf»rii^ sbftVfhfA^ 
All hen hopes of h^ftpimm c^i^fiit^im 
her kufiband; sh^ kuttfr ftp ^«Mi«f 
^«iuBi^g her feli^it^ vtre in^llMi ppilicr 
Mid IsiBffond lut J^fl&^tMte iiihe^ ImW 
lAiir nothing. Hie,i(Jttlft and «spe«^ 
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tions were per^tly congenial to t^cfte 
Bf his loved Juliet, and t\ke %yod4 po|« 
$^8S€td no attraotioQs fi>r hip but ffaopie 
which h$ discovered in her* (le hod 
po titles in reversion, no wealth ip 
^pectation ; but his Juliet's fort^^fi 
"wm sufficient to satisfy his bounded 
^nd unainbitious hopes. He was 
ani^ious only to cement the tie of lovot 
to obtain a legal right to becoxipe th^ 
.protector of her he loved ; and posr 
ficssing her, to poss^ all he wished* 
Qp looked forward to in futurity. Th^ 
ypice of love in his bosom sti^ed every 
Other idea, and rendered hirn blind to 
^very object b^.^ pae. Mo sm:h vo^ii, 
liQW^v^^ W9^ ^^d in the breast of 
JLadj Montr^ville apd the £^1 of 
lthisd?l, the ifbrm^r of. whom wished 
to see her daughter elevated in so;^ 
ciety, rather than degraded : and the 
letter ha4 dptejwne^ that Serle shoujd 
p}l^tm^ ^t tevrt* fl IwiWetcy J l^of^ 
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th€ nhion sbbuld take place, which 
the anxious youth so much desired. 
The latter, notwithstanding, as the 
day drew nearer which was to caTl 
him away from Montreville Castle for 
'a short space, felt his reltictance to 
quit the scene of his happiness gam 
ground astonishingly ; and, had he 
dared to have acted independently in 
this instance, he would not have he- 
sitated to have made a sacrifice of aH 
his promised honors, rather than have 
quitted Juliet until she was made his 
own. He knew, however, that both 
the Earl and her ladyship had made 
lip their minds on this subject, and 
lie' feared that a rash and obstinate 
disposition to resist their intentions 
'would only hazard the loss of his Ju- 
liet, and could not ultimately avail to 
produce a change in their dispositions: 
he determined, therefore, to submit to 
the hard shipwhichwasthos imposied 
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upon him, and to accompany his pa- 
tron and friend with as much appear* 
ance of fortitude, and as good a grace 
ab he could summon ; 4md, after some 
arguments, vows, aild solicitations, 
ijBtdy Juliet was also brought to ac- 
•quies^e in the necesinty of the case, and 
to consent to a separation from her 
lover, for a week. 

«^ The struggle in the bosom of Serle 
)between duty and affection had not 
remained unnoticed by Ithisdel, who 
-4et slip no opportunity to strengthen 
his- resolution, by pointing out the 
Abscrfuto . necessity of bringing some 
|iortion of honor tb his wife, in lieu of 
fiM>pbrty, akid as a counterbalance to 
'the fortune with which she was about 
to^pesse^ him. It was impossible to 
deny the justice and .strength of the 
«Krtive, and» as the Colonel wished to 
ntain his* place in his patron's esti- 
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iMtiMi, he «nderv«oiit63 jo -convnictt 
bis lordihip thai he had ever held ibiii 
one opinioo cm this pmnt, and that 
their sentiments Mrere moat completely 
in anison on the sid>jeot. Tbe sigh 
and downcast look ivhiefa fi>llo»«d 
this assertion gave an evident eim^ 
tradiction :to it* and Itfaisdel smiled,, 
as he commended Serle'ii strlsn^tb of 
resolution, and as he exhorted him to 
nmintaifii in the conflicts of love, that 
fJbargcter of hei^ismy which he lisdl 
gained so deservedly ky his. patient 
perseverfince under the toils and eon*^ 
leotipms of war. His Imdahip'fieveir 
^Meed to recfll is> 1^ m&Baorf\ Aaim 
periods in wfaiek Jie 'Wtsablished : hif 
namei and acqidred rttk, ,^d<4faf 
predictions of bis fntare greatness^ 
which his vakwous behavionr drew 
from the lips of those who werp en^ , 
trusted with tj^ command^ and wba^ 
had ttus opportunitj to witness hb 
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ci^terprizHig spirit ^in^ its 4^9f FCfypond^p 
ing effects. His lordship W:OJild tjmn 
iatreat hiia to ke^ tb^ p^fpagef 
continuallj in vieWs t)iat th0y ipigbt 
prove the stioiu)iis, tpp^ew nets of vigO" 
T09S ta)eqt>{md thfit hady ^uH^t might 
not Jl^erea£(er ty^ye to regret the suspla* 
cingpfhera^^tjoiM^jispiritlesiiyouth^ 
and that L947M<>9trevi)le's wishes fyt 
the aggr^pdizeinent of her family nugb^ 
^ re^iziQ^ by his ,^ertioiis and abir 
lity. Tb^^e stimula^^ fipplied wjthi 
jildgm^nty iCCMild n^t £iil to produce a 
proper elpfect, and th^ iiior^ing before 
ike 9ne appointed for t^Jieir departwup 

foimd Stt-le ^U of ^«iiqgi9^fi9<i «9P4 ^ i^ 
solution. * 

Tl).e mornifig was far advaiicedi» 
when Ithisdel, drawing his young 
friend from the Castle, requested bi(i 
jcofnpany to take another peep at tfap 
lively scenery of ttia cottaget befoDt 
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tliey departed from the castle, and ex« 
fchanged the soft beauties of nature, 
for the more boistiBrous and strained 
productions of human art. The skj 
i¥as unclouded, and the face of nature 
presented a calm, unruffled appeisir- 
ahce ; whil^^be gay pastimes of a hun- 
dred flocks, which studded the land* 
scape, gave to if ism indescribable in- 
terest and animation. *^ WeU^ my 
friend,'' exclaimed Ithisde), as th'ey 
proceeded down the shrubbery — 
^ this spot will probably one day be 
your's; tind an enviable spot you wiU 
possess. I suppose I shall hear of 
'your^agrieultural improvements ; £>r 
if I am not much mistaken, 1 think, 
from your present disposition, you will 
easily* be persuaded to follow the 
Tucriptura) idea, and to turn your 
8Word into a ploughshare ; or rather» 
like CincinnatuS) after havifig saved 
you will take to cultivate your contt* 
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try. Here will be a fine scope for the 
-tfjsercise of your taste in cutting and 
lirmiing and laying out, and, I doubt 
iiQ(, , we shall find you, after the toiU 
of war reclining in *^ Arcadian grovey 
and bowers of bliss ;" or sitting at 
home, bjL the side of your beloved 
J uliet, weaving the web of domestic 
felicity. Come, come, no grave .looks^ 
Colonel ; these are ail very pretty pic^ 
tures, and few would object to see them 
realized,'' 

*^ And can you think so meanly of 
me my lord,'', replied Serle, ^^as Ao 
suppose I could consent to give up to 
a life of indolence, after a youth of 
such promise ? Can you think that I 
would thus cruelly blast the. hopes, 
and falsify the predictions of those 
who marked my outset in the career of 
feme ? Mo, my lord, others may till 
the soil, whose habits and inclinationi 
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zt€ <iOiigetiial f o th^ tas^ ; but a mor^ 
noble, a tnore lailrel*te6ming pursuit 
must be mine, or 1 shall ji:istl3r diratt 
upon my^lf odium blacker than the 
brilliance of all the praises I hSve re^ 
ceived caii dispel or illuiKiitte. It sk 
true that a moment of pe^.ce is not 
calculMed te pronftote my views ; but 
the c^Im Wbieh now prevails may 
be but of short t6ntinuance, and a 
new field will present more glories to 
the warrior, than one which hist heeik 
too frequently gleaned. While there 
is tfo tddixi for acficWi iri&Ctivi^ can- 
not b6 criminal, but when the vdic^ 
of my cotintry again demands Ay e& 
Ibrts, may I perish if I hesitate to fly 
whereyer dulty and ganger may call 
the. I hope no part ^f my conduct 
has been sitcb^ that the Earl of Ithis* 
del, my patron, my niore than father, 
has seen catifse to doubt the continu- 
ance of that spirit which you yoursdf 



Imvd witdessed^ cbenfliied and praised 
in past time^'* 

"No, ifty dear Colond,'' replied 

ithe Earl, " but I kaew not what ^t 

^eot love might have produced on yout 

^spositionk I kaoir the force of that 

kriBsiMible^ yet sdkley passioa^ whidb 

ifiisiiraates itself iiilo the heart befoM 

yea mt^ guard agttfaurt its approaches } 

ibr alto, I teiv# heeft dooniCM} to feel ity 

^tid itH idfcoUsiiM rarag^ tfiy happi<*i 

msB. to vaii^ 1 sed;^ li^r some intelli-* 

^I9feeef my M^ada: in tain I at^ 

4cittlpt to diwei^er trfaeAer she is tir^ 

taeas or abandoaed, what is hefr coarse 

4ii ejiisteace, ctf where her reddeace< 

Oh ! my friend, may yon neter be be^ 

trayed, in an unhappy and uH^aafded 

moment^ into those excesses which 

l^rodiieed my misery; and^ but for 

wbieh, 1 might hate remained happy. 

It ie true, I have gained popalarity 
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and honours, but if these have beeo 

purchased at the price of mj peace 

of roind, I shall never cease to rue- 

the exchange : l>etter had k been for 

. me to have continued as 1 was and to 

have been blessed in an union with 

her I loved, than to be as I ani, and 

to discover that I have for 'e^er loat 

the darling hope of cheering the.^exh. 

istenceof her who gave updil jR^vlpv^ 

of me. TberecoHection. ,pfltlie.p4S!l 

still unmans met s^hd r^nd^rs m^ iq? 

capable of making those r ^ertionfi 

which mj fulure comfort r^iiil^ 

but I must shake off my apathy t .and 

continue my pursuit until I shall find 

eventual success, or shall droop under 

the pressure of wretchedness aqd dis* 

appointment/' 

" Courage, my lord, *' returned 
Serle, *' you will yet find happiness ; 
and a perseverance in our efforts shall 



•169 

ifttimately ensure aT tniinlpli. Slmkc 

offthose gloomy 'appreh'enfi^ibris^^kick 

d^pre^s ybdr'lordshipr'atid <«lll %p % 

your aidt^tV^^Mtf avrit energy **/ 

mind^ wlliefh hftAe^-rertdfered you such 

^senthil sefvices in the hoi^r <^f dans^er. 

I never saw you despair, my lord^wbcfn 

your country's vrelfare stimulated 

your hopes and exeitibhs*;' let nst 

your own h'dtppiness have less iiifla- 

ence/ion your passion?? and iDoilduct. 

I ieel k certainlty of success ; • A\k ^iitf>« 

ment approaches which must crown 

our eiibrts, and restore to your lord- 

ship her whom you have mourned so 

long and so fervently. But you seem 

still more depressed, my- lord, this 

despondency alarms me: dllow me 

to support your lordship bac;k to the 

castle?" '; 

Excess of agitfition bad, iiidfed, fbr 
a moment locked up t]^e senses of the 

TOL. ui« I 



Earl, and he stood, leming apoii tfie 
Colooeit enable to give utterance to 
iStie feeUags which lacerated his bo- 
som ; bat he waaawMeuly louzed from 

. his torpidity by the Mii>wiftg excia- 

,ination of the Colonel-^^* Bless me, 
my lord^ what antfelic figure is that 

;.at the door of the ^cottage ? It surely 

rcamnol lie Mrs. Hillier^'^ 

Tbe'£arl tamed his eyes tovrards 
Ae a|iot» anxious to behold the Ibrm 
and iiguveof the woman of whom he 
had heard so much ; but the distance 
was too great to remark her partioa- 
• larly. '^ Let usapproach her/* replied 
' ithisdel, ^^fer 1 confess that, my cu- 
riosity is strongly excited to take a 
nearer view of her. . She is walking 
towards the path which leads to the 
bil) ; and we shall be able to coine up 
withlher,' lor she proceeds at a slow 
pace/' As bfe lordship said this, he 
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quickeii^ his pace ^ as great a degree 
pf celerity as his situation would al- 
low ; but in a few minutes a tuft of 
trees hid the fair object of their pur- 
suit from their sight; the Earl fqund 
himself growing more and more' 
anxious to cpme up with her ; and» 
shortly, he had the felicity again to 
l^ehold her seated by the, side of the 
main rpad, on a tuft of grass, and 
holding a poor, half-starved infant in 
her arms, the mother of which was 
stretched on the bank, apparently re- 
duced to the utmost extremes of misery 
aud illness, while the benevolent lady 
b^it Qver^ the distressed obj|ect, and 
seemed to sympathise . in tier sorrowa 
^vith a sincerity of feeling wkich be- 
tray^ the . fall exc^U^ice of her 
heart. 
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^' What an interesting object, Co- 
lon^!'' ^iu:|ajimed Ithisdel, as he 
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pressed the arm of his compatiibn whfc 
the stit)ngest symptoms of emotion — 
** I protest I never saw such an at- 
tractive-sight ; an angel ministering to 
the wairts of humanity • ]\ever did 
auman nature iippear in a more ele- 
vated point of Tiew. This Mrs; Hil-" 
tier must indeed 'be superior to the 
generality of her sexi she must post* 
sej$s a soul incapablex)f being wafpicrf 
from its duty by prejudice^ or being 
blinded by the lalse glare of fashion- 
able principles. >\ hat an in'^aiuable 
acquisition niust such a woman ^e to 
a man of discernment. Oh ! wer6 it 
|K>ssibJe that she whom 1 seek might 
have choken a similar cour^ df lite^ 
then, inaeed, Should I have cause' to 
bless the past events whith h^ve con- 
curred to produce such a change, and 
then might I confidently look for- 
ward to a hap^y firturRy. ?^M* ' 
must not suffer itiyseff tor bebome thfe 
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victim of delusion; I have been too 
often the sport of deceptive hope ; and 
I must no longer indulge in dreams 
which arc; too inconsistent to be real- 
ized, and. which only tend to produce 
disappointment, and reu^w the recol- 
lections of sorrow/ ' 

_ ** Allow nae, my lord, once more to 
diispel this desppndency ;'' returned 
the Colonel ; ^' it is wrong to yield to 
the gloomy influence of despair, while 
there 1$ such ample room for hope;^ 
You may yet find Lady Morgana,, 
when you least expect it: and may 
tind her such, as your fondest hopes 
can wish. I should be the last my 
lord, to hold out a delusory prospect ; 
but you have the strongest probabili* 
ties on your side. Let me, therefore, 
intreatyour lordship to shake off this 
gloQli|ine^:99li to persevere in a pur« 
wik whick^Jtli^U dpiubH^i bei ulti- 

V i3 
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mately crowned with sucteijill -De-* 
tendency and despaii* riiilst haVea^ 
iatal effect, since their dlfrk^influ^ilcer 
will paralyse your efforts, atliS rttider' 
you careless and tsfipihte; btit iiope^' 
on the other hatidrfhePt' gi^^t<§tit]tifi^ 
lus of exertion, that s66th6f and dWe^-i^ 
ener of existence, will lead you over 
^very difficulty, and ia «t)]t!^''io^ all 
ebstacles, td th^ obfiect i^hich^ ^Pdtf 
seek. Lady Mbrgatia' musf WV^i? 
residence, atod fhef^ m«kst bg''«h6tf# 
amolrigst her ac<JU«intiiriCff AvIto'cArf 
giv^ you a clue to im^avel ihte itt^jTstW^ 
#hittb dl present ^Av«6]f]Jesr itf iH '»di/ 
crecy, and icdnc5eiife it ftxiiri yottfVfeWJ 
Beliete irte, rtijriord,! feel »k ^oHffJ 
dence,)hat many days v^lll ndt^lapi^ 
Ti^ithout pr6d6ci«ig ycm *OiWc grttiiy^ 
itag iiit^ligeWce. i i t 

, '' I pray Heaven, youir eiep^CttttiiMII 
may b# fulfilled, my #eat vakA stm^ 
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game friend -/* answered Ithisdel — 
•• althoagh I much fear that the ter- 
liiiiiation 6f my sorrows is imore dfs<«' 
tant than jou may imagine. I have 
no such sanguine hopes of Lady Mor- 
gana*8 conversion from the folKes oF 
fashionable life ; habit and inclination 
had made them too nece<^sary to her; 
and she was in ttie midst of such a 
vicious circle that it is impossible for 
the foice of duty and of i^dson to 
wach her. Yiet she might have been 
reformed ; but, ala6$| *tat moment has- 
passed away; and sL ' lay hafve now' 
become unprincipfed, feimilmr witK 
vice, and. sinking into an urntimel^ 
grave. Painful retrospect and terriblt^ 
prospect ! Would that I could la^^ 
my hand on my heart, ^d 'acquit 
myself of all criminality : but the bur^^ 
den of guilt whiqb oppresses me, iigr 
grievous and weighs down my spirits/ 
I'l^ee the- devastation of beauty 

I 4 
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virtue caused by my odions conduct r 
and bow can I see happiness^ how can 
I taste ths'.t peace of niind wbicb I 
would giTC rank and popularity to 
re-possess. But it is in vain to mourn 
without exertion. I will even try 
once more to discover her retreat^ and 
solace myself with the loose hope that 
all may yel be well/' 

This conversation had brougltt thent 
to the end of the £eld which skirted 
th^ m^n road, alon^ which, a little 
to the Kight) Mrs. Hillier was occu- 
pieci in dispensing the blessings of be* 
nevciec^ce to tht* affiicted stranger* 
An intersecting eminence still kept her^ 
how ever, out of their sight, and it wa& 
not until they had gained itssummit^ 
that they had a full view of the cha« 
rkable stranger. After gazing on her, 
for a few moments, Serle turned round 
to the Earl to express his admiratioa 
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fC 'Uie^nMresting iccrtihtMtnfee of ihm 
beautiful unknb^^n^iliiio wills' wilbtn a 
few yards of them, when he behel ; 
Im lordship't paf^ mid *^as(fing'*for 
breath and staggering berttoth Milift 
most violent agitation. -Tbc^ ColoncA 
seised him by tbe^ arm, just in time 
tO}irevent big falling to tbb earth, and 
tarning his. bead to veqo^t the as^ 
vistance of Mrs. HilHer, he beheld her 
ar|>yey to an amotion eq unity yiolenf, 
.luid ^trivi^ig in i/ain to-SiiCqQire an as- 
jeeapdancy over her feeling. Astonish^ 
edt beyond description^ by tbis un^x* 
ptcted) ileenev'Serle was -lost in conv 
^aoinre'HSfto^tbe cause wbieh<had pro- 
duded'tt; but his sospenoi was mo^ 
raentaryv^or Ithisdel speedily display- 
ed symptoms'-of returning smin^tion^ 
and^jBs 'bis faoalties' regained theiir 
powers^. he ' leebiy exeliimed!-^«>*-^* GrsM- 
cioas Heaven t Am. i' uitder a delcu 

skni or<>wa»/it indeed} mgr iyiorg^^AO^ 

15 
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I'v^^It isA^ bef$eUv yoar diHit Mart 

S^«9)i}aw peqtt^t, reformed 'Mflirt 

g^Uia ;*^ e^K^airuea the pi etencUd Mm 

llitlieri rutJIi^g^ tow«irds IthiBdeK aiid 

jjihrovvdug ; herself into:hi» exteadci 

Min^i^ — ^^MM^tM?cifiil Unveil ; teach 

•W^ hoi»? t<* bfe auffici^ntljK grateful^ 

.^>bhi4)pJ<tiiioi»enti which repays me 

fbii* my f^fsfitmx&erittg. t have not 

li^a Baii^taken in putting, a jtist and 

full ccHfifldence in that pbiftner whiJBh 

^^ enabled me to form and ctxeimte 

the trndl^^^m of my compitootlpMR. 

hours* 7'Qnce more 1 am enabk^ '> 

«ee the ob^j^i^t of my lote ; once laami 

to embrace him for Whom ^xistene^ 

lias been acceninted desiraUe,«id ta 

merit whmn Uaa been tlles^e atndy 

of lE^ lat€J»t da^s*^^ Cut ttH mbyicim 

my tjatigiaiM hbg^ mideaduaMf BeiB» 



i»kpB^ ymm^lhok ow jh^ i|^Bo# M^ 

-gB^nk tritb: a ItioW of^-ati^hiA'reitiee nod 
ifidigiiation, rat^r l^dn- with^'thM 
A^otioMt^nregard which jou jrnj^^ 
^bsed onee-for herf '^ 



^ • " No,- my beloved Morgani ;*' 
tuftiled the ti^ilsported ItfaiBdel, wh'o 
now for file first time recotrek'ed tb^ 
power of ^>e^€*h^—*' before I 'Ireoeg^ 
inized you, Heaven te w-itness, it w^ 
the fil^ wish of iriy hedrt tha« I mfgfafi; 
6nd in yourself those virtues which 
tidortied Mrs. Hillier : and neVer vrUk- 
ktDOFe attfadive object present to mF^ 
iiHaginati^ti thaii that Which* ^ut^e^ited; 
itiy -atteBlion, when J behdd jN>u, tib. 
the agent of Heaven, dispensing 4iap^ 
piness to the wretched. Change o£* 
aeeifery ^fiB of society hii^ produeed. a» 
HAnge '^ jtffiinneFs aiid<^ disposttieiii: 
liiid yM %iehdNI in. me bo Jon^ th^ 
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triBing Sir Edward Hiltemmi, the 
hutt^tiy of Ik/bhion, the ignorant ad* 
tocatfi ot* loose iuiitciples : but the 
irational asserter of bi^ own opinioiis, 
the foe of immorality) the stauncb adf 
herent of virtue^ the maimed and dis* 
jfiguiVd Earl lOf Ithisdel. I am no 
longer the gaj youth who won your 
heart and abused your coniideoce: 
nnfai»hionable in my opinions^ and de* 
ibrmed in . uiy personal appearance, 
jL can^ have no further claioki on you)r 
j!|^c^on. I will therefore consent to 
restore your vows, and to leav^ you 
^restrained to chuse another partner 
of joufT. future life who maybe b^tr 
^gr formed to preserve your a;fl^c« 
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Upless your sentiments have ex* 
perienced a greater change tjbaa ylKV 
pers^fi,: my Wrd/,' v^phed tbte agitated 
4-ftdj^t?4org^n») " y«tt>?vil|^fti^ n^f jt 
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this moment readr to ratify my <y.Q^ 
at the altar, and to swear eternal lovf 
and allegiance to him who has ever 
rulecl in my heart with the ofiost un« 
controulable sway. Could you think 
60 meanly of me as to ftupi^ose that 
the wounds.you have received in fight* 
ing your country's battles could make 
you less attractive in iny estimation ? 
My heart may bleed to see you covered 
with scars^ ,but it will beat with rie- 
doubled ardour and tenderness to 
soothe the residue of your existence^ 
jand to obliterate the remembrance of 
your misfortunes. When all youf 
countrymen are panting to shew their 
gratituder^when the honors and fa* 
TOurs of your sovereign are showered 
upon you, as the due reward of your 
heroic conduct, shall I be insensible to 
your increasing value, and basely and 
fastidiously seek to retract. those vows 
nvhich were jO0^ed to you^ whenyour 
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wbrth T(^as fet r'oniiealec!, and "When 
the HUfh of jouy gtory had not risen : 
\ tcH>, rAy Iprd bare gro.wit' dnf^u^ion- 
iilile*: i hnre eiteftah&^ed the loose cir* 
i^les of fashionable dissipation, for the 
W6re sdbstanti'al delights of retire- 
ttjent, reading aiid the study of nature. 
) have endeavoured to conciliate m j 
Otvh esteem and the favour of H^ven 
b j alleviating, as far as lay vrithin the 
compass of my ability, the sorrows of 
j^overty and wretchedness ; and I Jiave 
found infinitely greater felicity in my 
hksociation with that class which iii 
felsely denominated the scum and re* 
2ui^e of society, than the whole (riP 
iUy prior life had produced/^ 

' Ithisdel pressed the hand t)f hi^ 
Morgana to his lips, aind lifting hi9 
iyes to Heaven, ejaculated a fervent 
thanks-giying for the happy prospect 
^iiich dawtt^ tfJKA Visfutait ^aUr 
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ence, after so long and anxious a scm- 
son of snspenpe and misery. Theiii 
putting his arm witbin Ladj M orga* 
na's, he proposed il0^9CCMtipany her to 
her cottage, to hear her interesting 
narrative, while Serle was requested 
to return to the castle, and to bear 
Ithisders excuses for dining with the 
lovely c^tta§er|^aEBEWhf<»4he hap- 
py Colonel undertook with a sincerity 
of pleasure whicb displayed itself m 
his transported countenance. 
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When tbe Earl and Lady Morgana 
had reached the cottage, the latter 
proceeded to gratify the anxious iov- 
^atience of her lover, and unburdened^ 
without th^ least reserve, the whole of 
the events which had occurred to her 
during his absence until she quitted 
the metropolis, for her delighifol re<- 
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treat ; when she robtiiDnedr— *^ HighljT 
as my expectation liiad been excited 
by the delineation and descrji'ption .of 
this cottage,! €on£isfr that its appear*^ 
ance exceeded my bopes ; and I begaar 
to thank Heaven for ita goodness to 
me, and to coogratnlate myself on 
finding an asylum, more fesembling. 
the paradise of angels^tfaan tJK^Mit <£ 
an exile i;vhom her depravjty had 
banished from the world. I speedily : 
b^an to carry my resolutions into. 
effect: my mornings I occupied by 
reading, and my evenings to excur«. 
sioiis through the neigh bpuf hood«. Joc 
make myself intimate with the sitiMa;*. 
tions and circumstancfs of the tenanta 
of those cottages which surrounded 
my re^dence, in order that I ^ q^ight 
be able properly to proportion the 
assistance wliich I deigned \ff^r them 
in the time of need. In consequence 
Q^ V9S fiwstifknt, visits and closQ ii\tev« 
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rogatories^ I soon becaikie ktimvn by 
the name whidi 1 had takea <m my 
arrival, in order tiie better to conceal 
my place of retirement; and when 
my inteotioiis were rumonred abroad, 
and confirmed* by one or two acts of 
trivial charity , which were exs^gerated 
and circulated with uncommon in-' 
d^stty^ my. cottage was soon beset by 
all the poor and needy which the 
surrounding country, to the ^^xtent of 
six or eight milies could produce. Out 
of these, 1 selected those who were 
deserving' objects of bounty, and en*- 
ftA led' tbfW into a femal I band of peti- 
si)MerB,aridlhey are now Contented and 
^rateftil, subNisting ftovk day ^ to d^y^ 
^n thUt SHpei4)uity with^ which Provi**-' 
dfenl)r faes'enitrt96l^ nie, dnd which it 
is my^duty to distribute amongst those 
Who need aod deserve it. But{ my 
lord^ lest, by any sudden stroke of 
fisKte,. these poor 4^#eiitttres; should bo^ 
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deprived of my pevsoiial services, 1: 
have, by my^will, appropriated a cer«« 
taia portion of my propei-ty to the 
continiiaiioe of their comforts as loiq^ 
as they rtay live. My dotiationsy 
how6vf/r^ have: not been confined ta 
them ; since, fearful iest I should but 



kalflac^it myself, of tlie obiigationfl 
vdkteiiHfiairen. had imposed npon mtf 
in return for the mercies 1 experie^i!iced^ 
I have been in the continual custom of 
lending occa&kinal assistanee to tbe 
distressed tenants of the Moafreviit^ 

estates, ^th<> '^ere nnable to nliise ^et# 
rents by tiiJd t^me when they treife.re-^ 
i^ilired byiliehftugbty slttd nnfeelihi^ 
steviraYd <^f her hidysbip^ whosi beai^ 
iihdeaii^ a«^e continnatly closed agai'Ml 
the it}treatfes of hili ^Uoir ofeatnr», 
and wlio appears lo take li safrag^ dtf* 
light in spreading noisery a^d Vuitt 
around hiio. This, my lord, is th(6 
flOtt'Uf'Wy imintefesting^ narratives 
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and if my conduct hasr^^bMn^jsucfa as 
to merit your approval : vif you ure not 
dissatisfied with the change which 
has taken place ia my sentiments, 
conduct and disposition, i have onljy 
in addition, to offer you a hand whifh 
can never be given to another, and to 
beg. your retention of a heart whicb 
has :ever iremaiaed in your 'p0B868-<' 
«ionv 

*" My adored Morgana," returned 
the Earl , ^^ I cannot sufficiently ad- 
mire the. goodness of your heart, and 
the nobleness of your actions, which 
surpass every thing which tpy most 
fervent inn^ginaticNi could have pic- 
ll^red or coqceived. With joy shall 
Ij^uqjfe my fata to one who has display^ 
£^ sugll^^^ii i^neqiiivocal', merit, fmd 
whprq^j^ duty^ equally iwith.tny in4 
clinatiqn, lead$ ine to^protect through 
life. ,S^^t will be the. rewai^>of my 



,\ 
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|fast fMb ^pd sorrows; si'fitee I hivk 
feand in you that prize which my heart 
dt^nred ; and since thfhi moment affords 
a bright pledge of future felicity; 
Despair had begun to throw his se* 
pulchral' mantle' over my hopes, and 
to cloud the future in impervions 
gloom: but. the blackness and hor* 
rors hav^ ^ suiiclenly vanish^, and 
ail before !ii€?'is <iheerfuhie^ and joy. 
AH the bdnoVs and rewards I hav^ 
tedeived fwm my country, although 
precidus! in my estin>ation, are mere 
bauW^fc"^''coiiipar^ to the joy of th's 
meeting ;' kud^the grativication which' 
arises from the most splendid triumphs 
vanishes before the superior felicity of 
Once more clasping to my bosom her 
whose image has incessantly fiUed 

it, 

' ■ •■ • ■ 

The moment was a nnnnent o{ hap-' 
pifiees-^teafs of joy ruished down the 
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beaatifulcheeksof Lady Morgtm^AxiA 
Ithisddi kissed them away : with trans* 
port. The miseries which each had 
endured since the sad separation were 
entirely lost ^ight of, eclipsed by the 
brightness of the present felicity Lady 
Morgana haw the hope which had in* 
duced her to quit the gay scenes of 
the world, and which had supported 
her under retirement, realized in its 
fullest extent ; i^be s^w that her peni- 
tence and her new conduct had beea 
accepted by Heaven, and had procured 
|br her the iiiestimable blessings of 
pardon and peace of mind ; she dis^ 
covered that in the prayers of those 
whom she had befriended, whom she 
had rescued from the brink of penu- 
ry and misery, she had found an ir- 
resistible advocate with her Maker; 
and that ^he might once more antici- 
pate the m(»st cheenng prospects of 
futurity* By her long «>efflusioiiirpja 
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ihe fi^lies^ tht world , she had Itariie^ 
their iiuideqiiacy to promote real hap- 
piness ; #I|e had beea eaahied to vi^w 

her former pursaita through a correct 
and inicroscopic mediuin, where she 
lieheid that she had been wastu^ her 
earliest years in the pursuit of an un- 
real good, of a phantom which e¥er 
eluded its votaries, arid onlj led to 
pain and disappointment. She saw 
that the paths of fashionable, pleasure 
led only to destruction, and that 
th^ way to real gratification was 
a diametrically opposite course, un- 
attractive in its comineacement, but 
^expanding gradually in^ its progress 
into a vista of the most luxuriant, the 
Hiost lovely aspect. The change too 
which had taken place in Ithisdel ad-* 
jded, in no slight degree^ to her happi- 
ness ;. he had left her ifi a base and 
mimanly.VRay, .which the better prin- 
ei^es ha bad aubseqiiiently gained, led 
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liitn t6 cohrleinn. Hft-lvvHsi formerly^ 
a fasbionable back/ tirtUiSartned, un^ 
skilied-m et^rf science 6 dt that of a^. 
doming bis {lef&on'i lie was esteemed 
only for bis* extferior graces, and by 
tbose'^lonA wbo were unable to pene^ 
trate the mental conformation; he 
could boast no friends, no Same, but 
the short-Kved notoriety of a me- 
teor : he wandered through the 
worhi without a guiding principle, 
without an object to fix the fasti- ^ 
dious variaitions of his disposition, 
but. he was i^eturned a hero, a maii 
of virtue and prihciple : beloved 
by his country, esteemed, respect* 
ed, courted and admired; all man- • 
kind were hisfriends; and slander itself 
dared not to attach a stain to the ele«* 

• 

vated purity of his naioe. He had 
adopted those rules of action whiob . 
must command the approbation of 
the eulighteaed classes of society ^i aod 
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W had matofrered the trpe patH wJhicS 
eottld not fail to bring him t(^t^ 
temple of fdicitj'. His sentiments. 
nHo were i^fined aricl exalted ; h# 
modulated them, not according to 
Ihe fashion t)f the times, but conibr* 
mvihly to eternal and immutable 
laws which heaven had laid down for 
kuman direction. To obtain such a 
partner as tliiv was sorely a liappiness 
of the brightiest nature : she had onljr 
desired to be beloved hy Sir Edward 
Hilvemon ; but to become the wife of 
tile Earl of lihisdel, to be adored hf 
him, was indeed a bliss beyond the 
niDst sanguine which her fancy had 
evw entertained, in tEe wildest mo* 
mentsctf ifas^ Speculative flight. She was 
pierfectly indifferent as to her future 
f^sidence : it was matter of lio moment 
to her whedier she returned tn the 
metropolis, to befaoldagainthedazzling 
^mn of fitthiob a*d folly, or whether 



she remained the inhabitant of tlM| 
f^eautiful cottage which had witnesi^ 
her penitence and its reward ; sha 
should be with her Ithi&ciei and thai 
was sufficient for her. But if her 
wishes pointed any particular way, she 
would prefer to remain in her present 
habitation; she had made herself friend* 
amongst those who had tasted her 
bounty ; and whose friendship would 
be more soothing to her future life 
than aU the professions of the gay 
world ; who would be as ready to re- 
cognise in her uew character, and to 
pay their devotions to the reviving 
luminary, as they were to defame and 
depreciate her character, at tli^ n^p*- 
ipent of her exile. She was rebolved^ 
however, if, in obedience to che wishes 
of IthisdeK she should return Uy that 
society which she had once shunned, 
to pursue a new and opposite GQraer 
to that which she bad pre?ioiiflly ftl- 
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lowed : tliat h^r future conduct mi^lit 
be such as to reflect no dishonour on 
the illustrious hero, who had expressed 
kis anxiety to fulfil the tows of his less 
amiable days, and to become her le^al' 
protector and director through lift». 
Thus did the amiable and happy Lady 
Morgana give way to tlie wanderings 
of imas:ination. as she beheld her Itliis- 
4ei seated by her side, pouring the 
grateful sounds of his imperishable 
afiection into her ears, and chasing 
from her remembrance the gloomy 
apptehensions of the past ; and, now 
aind then, she would ask herself if all' 
iJiis felicity could be a reality, or 
whether she was under the influence of 
some delusive dream, and should 
again be doomed to wake to misery 
and pain. 

In the mean time, Ithisdel himseir 

• ■ • ■ 

uras rapt into a similar abstraction. To' 

k2 
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•olel J attributed to him and his iliQttM 
be the office to recompeose her rs fv 
mu the power remained to hifai, and tpr 
•hield and defend her a^nst any shafts 
which cdumny might levd against 
Jker. 



4. 



The hoars flew on rapidlj, and the 
lovers heeded not the lapse ol time^ 
fo occupied were they with each othert 
and so busily engaged in the antieipa* 
tionof future happiness. At length* 
however^ the dusky approach of eren- 
ing warned Ithisdel of the lateness of 
the time^ and he prepared to take Ins 
leave for the evening. He had been 
requesting permisrion to introduce 
^l^idy Morgana at the Castle, unde^ 
1|^ real name, and as his future oom* 
tl«ISi and, after much difficulty, he 
Kad prevailed on bier to copsent to Ina 
wishes. He accordingly resolr^d ta 
|M>stpom)ms departore.torthe ojietr^ 
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htyiMberiiatt he might hare the gi» 
tification of leaving bis beloved in tbm 
company of Lady Jaliet Montrevilfoi 
whom he was satisfied) she would find 
"^possessed <tf a ccNigenial heart and dis- 
position. He also prevailed on La^ 
Morgana to promise him her hand on 
ills return ; a pl^ge which required 
little persuasion, since she pretended 
ttot to feel a reluctance to assent to 
what w^s the first wish of her soul, add 
ill the obtainroentoi Which her hopea 
•f happineM were centered. *^ Yfm 
My lord, (said she) this hand has fbt 
aliove Ibor years been ebnridered M 
jour^siyon were esteemed itgrightftil 
fKMesMf ; and had httvendeereed thM 
I should^ have no more %ehisld yod, k 
dionld have remained taered^ nnttl I. 
had anrrendered it to the frigid and 
witherii^ grasp of deattii 
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gr^tuliitions wMeb for b'tnbirmf f ndiri^ 
mnceried him. /i he Colonel bad te^ 
latedasmuch of the renNdntre he haii 
ti^itD^sised, as it;i¥as m^^figsapj^'fer hid 
friends to he acquainted i^itUs - amd ijt 
was unanimously determined to' be 
the most rodfiantic.love adventujre the.jlT 
liad ever keardof. ^^ W bo could haifA^ 
thought,"' exclaimed the amiable JiJkj- 
Uft^'' tjiat this Mi^. liiilier should 
ihave held o.^r ^gallaat hero inVber 
fjyiaiiiSj:^ and that the^ t^PM^d baiR^ 
b€?nfio long in^the-neighbcw^hoo^ d£ 
each otbc^) / withouli liiiditig ■ i1»^ oritl 
fopiier ? 1 9m I bure, 6rQfn, your? 44!<i 
4^dn^ticNi, S^flevHsfae mubt be a jfka^^ 
BMlidg^ yereiiliMre ^ ii^deed. i eould a^ 
9|ost hatfEl cidiftitted';a<little f^i^pie' of 
jealousy into mgr vdi^pottition, mbeiitft 
tsoard youso.>9^arm, aiKlaatmated iri 
her praise; heii9^ver» %nr9fifiQod-tm 
flection, I thought it would be im- 
prodeliltt» barboiir au0h ^.giiert,; and 
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fatlier incautiouslj '* The Cohmel 
pressed her hand, and was about to 
utter a fine compliinratarj reply*,' 
when the entrance of the Earl cut him 
short. 

After the first salntatioQs wereorer. 
Lady Montreville intreated that tho 
stranger should be invited to the Cas* 
tle« and the Earl, without hesitation^ 
declared his intention to introduce 
Lady Morgana to his friends on tha 
next daj, and to postpone his depart 
tnre until the following morning. 
This intimation waa fiir from being dis* 
agreeable, as all were equally anxioua 
to view the conqueror of the gallant 
Hhisdel ; and Serle and his Juliet wera 
dated at the prospect of having m* 
aother daj of love allowed them befbra 
they wereparted» The Colonel had 
also raised an .interest in the bosom of 
iuUst towards h^ Mor^2|ua^\^lt ^So^tn- 



Ascription be had given of lier cba^ 
iritable behaviour to the poor woman r 
and this aoaiaUe girl was eager to 
clasp to her breys);, a woman df sacb 
traiisceiideiit benevolence, and . wha 
had the courage to fulfil the dutiesof 
humanity notwithstanding the mortal 
prej udices of the day. 

On the following morning Ithisdet 
introduced Lady Morgana, to the fa- 
mily of the MontreviUe's^ Lady Mon- 
treville received her visitor with a 
mingled appearance of admiration and 
astonishment, and expressed -ber won« 
der that her ladyship should so long 
have remained in the vicinity of thff 
castle without the report of her beaiitjr 
having penetrated its walls. : Lady 
Morgana replied with udaftected- 
modesty, that she came to the cottage 
to seek retirement instead of notoriety;. 
then» turning to Lady JuUet, M^hoia 
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Itl^isdel' napaed to her, she paid hei^ 
-som.e'€<>inpli[neiits on her beaevolent 
character, and the amiable qualities of 
mind which rumour stated her to pos- 
aess. Ihe lovely gin was too much 
aflfected to make a reply instantly { 
Ijut, seizing the offered bund of Lady- 
Morgana, she pressed h r to her heart, 
and then recovered herselfsuliicienfly 
to stammer out the pleasure she ielt 
in this introduction ; and the gratifi« 
4;ation she should derive from- the cuK 
tivation of a friendship with her who 
could chaiathe £arl of lthl^det-^ 

From this moment I ady Morgana 
^nd Juliet became sworn friends, and 
the former was prevailed upon to 
spend much of hertime at iVlont reville 
Gttstle, during the unavoidable absence 
"of Itjiisdel) who declared his inten- 
tion to return as soon he possibly could; 
A^^fekeraeiination ^hich imparted no 
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ieM pleasure to Juliet than her new 
triend, since the absence of her Colo^ 
nel would of course be^shortenedy and 
the day of their union expedited. In 
the course of the daj it was resoWed 
that the double narrii^ should be 
Mrfemnized at the same time, and that 
it should take place as soon after the 
return of the Earl and Serle, as the 
necessary preparations could be ac- 
complished. This arrangement being 
settled to the general satislaction, the 
two gentlemen gave the necessary di- 
rections ibr their journey at day-break 
on the following morning* 

The influence of Ithisdel produced 
the wished-for effect ; the Odonel be- 
ing introduced to the leading member 
of administration on die second day 
after llieir arriral in London ; and the 
fourth morning after this ceremony 
had taken placet Serle was created • 
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baronet, and promoted to the rank of 
brigadier-general, a double honour 
which his sovereign intimated was due 
to his repeated gallantry in the hour 
of battle, and his uniform good con- 
duct since he he had held a commis- 
sion in the military service* The 
grateful Serle was at a loss to give ex- 
pression to his thanks for the favors 
which he had obtained through the 
interest of his illustriouis friend: the 
latter, however, interrupted his en» 
deavour to make his acknowledgments, 
and bade him prepare to return to 
Montreville Castle without delay, as 
there was no further occasion for their 
remaining in the metropolis, since 
they had accomplished the object of 
their journey ; an order which Serle 
most readily obeyed, and on the 
seventh day after their arrival in town, 
they once again quitted it for the 
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seat of their hopes axkd, their happi^ 



Lady Morgana, aud Ladj Juliet 
had occupied themselves ia each 
other's company, during the entire 
absence of their future lords. The 
prospect of their happiness was a suf<^ 
ciently fertile source. of conversation, 
and the hours of s^iparation from those 
they loved seemed to hang less heavily 
than they had apprehended. One 
evening the whole groupe of friends 
had just returned from a pedestrian 
excursion, through the surrounding 
scenery, when their ears were suddenly 
greeted by the sound of Ithisdel's 
voice ; who, in a few minutes entered 
the apartment, and leading his com- 
panion up to Lady Juliet, introduced 
him to her as Brigadier-General Sir 
Philip Serle. Lady Montreville's eyes 
immediately glistened with gratifica- 
tion, as she beheld the realization for 
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her hopes in the advancement of bint 
whb was about to become her son-in-' 
law; ant^ ^ received an assurance that 
the projected union would in no way 
tend to the degradation of her familjr 
consequence.. 

Nothing now remained to complete 
the happiness of all the parties but the 
nuptial ceremony ; and this, after some 
little intreaty, it was resolved, should 
take place, early in the following week« 
although the females would fain have 
procrastinated the surrender of their 
liberties for a month, at the least ; but 
the determination of Ithisdel was not 
to be eluded, and they were at length 
constrained to to give up their wishes 
to his» The intermediate space was. 
occupied in preparations for the ap* 
proaching solemnization of the mar* 
viages ; and, on the appointed mornin^ir 
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the two brides appeared, #r rayed in 
the most simple,graceful and attractive 
ele£;ance ; after partaking 'Hi^ $?light 
breakfaf>t, the whole groupe repaired 
to the chapel of the castle, where her 
ladyship's chaplain was in attendance, 
and in a short time Ithisdel and the 
General were made the most happy of 
manldnd. 

Immediately after the ceremony, 
the newly married couples set forward, 
to spend a few days at Hilvernon Uall> 
whither a messenger had been dis* 
patched, some days previously, to 
signify the intentions of the Earl, and 
to prepare for their reception ; and 
here, Ithisdel and his countess enjoyed 
in each other's society, that happiness, 
which had so frequently eluded their 
pursuit, and which appeared rather as 
a phantomed good, held out only ix^ 
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deceive, tHan as a real felicity which 
would one day he obtained, aud which 
would *iAeef with its radiant lustre^ 
the path of life. 

In compliance with the wishes of 
the Countess, which exactly accorded 
with his own, Ithisdel resohed to di- 
vide Iris time between Hilvernon Hall 
Sind ,the Cottage, with the exception 
of a month or two in each year which 
he designed to pass in the metropolis ; 
,where the illustrious name ot the hero 
and his partner attracted the acquain* 
tance of those ephemeral great ones, 
who were amongst the foremost to 
slander the unfortunate Lady Morga- 
na, in a less propitious period of her 
destiny. J he most unremitted exQr« 
tions of Lady Teazewell, and her sis- 
terhood, to gain access to the Countess 
were^ however, attended with no sac.<« 
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cess; since Itbisdel impavled to hW 
Morgansi^ the circuaiBtances of her 
insolent behaviour at the roiile of the 
Generars laily. 

The death of Lady Montreville^ at 
an advanced age, admitted Creneral 
Serle Jto the possession of the familj 
estates ; and, in consequence "ftf hi& 
gallant behaviour, the King was 
pleased to confer upon him the£imily 
name ; so that the title which would 
otherwise have become extiuct, waii^ 
perpetuated hj the youth whose al- 
liance was at first disdained and re-^ 
fused. 

The Earl of Ithisdel, in a few jeari. 
Was called to assist in the great coua^ 
cils of the nation, and became no less 
conspicuous in the cabinet, than he 
had been in the field : thus gilding th^ 
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evening of his days with a lusfre 
which was vmt eclipsed in the pride of 
his jouth, wl9 the meridian of his 
glorj. 
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